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Comics Can Be Art And Here Are Some Of The Reasons Why 


You, dear reader, have Los Brothers Hernandez to thank 
for what will emerge, not so much an editorial or introduc- 
tion, as a series of critical and hortatory thoughts on the 
comics medium. You see, most editors must work. Story 
conferences. Editorial changes and suggestions and input 
and interference. | worry about none of this. | leave Jaime, 
Gilbert, and Mario alone, and this laxity allows me the time to 
think abstractly (and distractedly) about comics. Herewith a few 
ideas on the medium, using Jaime's long “Mechanics” story this 
issue as a point of reference. 

If the term graphic novel meant anything any more, Jaime’s 
“Mechanics” would be one of the few American efforts to qualify. But 
the term doesn’t mean anything because it has fallen into the hands 
of the publicists, which is to say that it is used so opportunistically 

and capriciously that it can no longer be trusted. It sounds like a term 

invented by an advertising copywriter trying desperately to impart 
prestige onto comics. After all, a nove/ has something to do with 
literature, doesn't it? And don’t novelists appear on TV talk shows 
expounding gravely upon this subject and that? And since a novel is 
filled with so many words you must be very, very literate to read one 
nowadays. Nove/ suggests words and literacy and these are nice 
ideas to relate to a medium as disparaged as comics, no matter how 
fatuous the connection might be. But, a novel is a fairly exact term of 
measurement in prose fiction (computed by number of words) which 
cannot be applied to comics. One word may equal any other word 
quantitatively, but the grammar of comics is too elastic to accurately 
equate one panel to another panel or one page to another page. 

Still, oddly enough, Jaime’s “Mechanics” this issue has certain 
special attributes | would call ‘‘novelistic” that do not in any way 

compromise the special language of comics, but that, rather, add 
to that previously established language and become a part of it. 

Jaime uses an epistolary form throughout much of the story; 
events unfold gradually and the events are conveyed impres- 

sionistically, that is, the characters in the story learn about 

themselves somewhat haphazardly, in bits and pieces, in 
the same way the reader experiences the circumstances 
of his own life. Moreover, Jaime has the novelist's eye 
for detail; through the accumulation of detail, of human quirks and 
idiosyncrasies, these characters become whole and rounded. The 
story focuses upon the characters’ dilemma in Zhato and the sur- 
rounding political intrigue that threatens to engulf them, but Jaime 
skillfully conjoins a number of narrative asides—the wrestling his- 
tory of Rena Titanon, Race’s romantic involvement 
with Penny Century, Penny Century's brief career as a 
pirate, etc.—adding weight and texture and authenticity 
to the lives of the characters. 

It’s my feeling that the dramatic language of comics has 
evolved into a rigid formula of clumsy devices; a vocabulary 
of grunts and groans, in effect, that conveys ina very general- 
ized way a familiar feeling. It is currently fashionable in critical 
circles to anatomize storytelling, which usually refers to how 
unctuously an artist and writer can debase, vulgarize, or senti- 
timentalize an otherwise honorable or decent emotion. Critical 
inquiry that addresses itself to storytelling is more about utility than 
about art. A number of artists have expanded this vocabulary (fore- 

most among them Harvey Kurtzman), but by and large artists and 
writers are content to work within the straitjiacketing confines of this 

established vocabulary, The reasons why artists and writers don’t 
discover better ways to express themselves in comics are complex, 
but a deadening sense of literalism is primary among them. Words in 
comics are never used to their full, multi-layered effect, which is why 
most comics read as though they were translated, word-for-word, 
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Ontology 





DEAR HOPEY, 


SURPRISEL [18 MEL 1h ST Ute 
ALIVE, (Lt BET YOU THOUGHT | WAS 
DEAD OR KIDNAPPED OR SOMETHING. 
WELL, 14 NEITHER. 114 WRITING FROM 
AN 012, PECREPIT HOTEL CLEAR 


ACROSS THE GLOBE IM ZIMBODIALM IT VY 


WAS REALLY WEIRD, LAST FRIDAY 
WHEN YOU AND/Z2Y WENT 70 MAD- 
2063 WITHOUT ME, f WAS SITTING 
THERE AtL SENTIDA WATEHING TV 
WHEN THE PHONE RANG. 17 WAS 
RAM) RACE, HE SAID WE HAD A BIG, 
OIG JOB SOMEWHERE OUTSIDE OF THE 
COUNTRY AND THOTT HATO BE AT THE 


MREPOKT, iN FUFTEEN MINUTES, SORRY ¥ 


1 DWNT LEAVE A NOTE, BUT 1 BARELY 
HAD TIME 70 EVEN PACK (1 DIDNT 
HAVE ENOUGH CLEAN UNDERWEAR, 
50 1 BORRQWED SOME OF YOUR OLD 
ONES, OK. 
GOT-S0SENTIOA THAT NIGHT THAT L. 
WENT OUT AMO kill MYSELF HOHE 
111 30 EXC/TED, BECAUSE WERE 
JUST STOPPED HERE FOR A MIGHT. WE 
REALLY HAVE 70 GET 10, GET THiS. 
ZHATOM ANDI DONT MEAN THE FUN 
POPULATED, CITY ZHATO, L MEAN THE 
JUNGLE, WHLD ANIMALS, LAWNIBALS 
ZHATO. JTS SOME BUG GOVERNMENT 
0B WERE ON, 1/4 NOT EVEN SURE /F 
19 ALLOWED 70 TELL YOU ABOUT /7- 
ESPECIALLY SINCE YOURE THE MOST 
AWIT-GOVERWIMENT PERSON 1 KNOW. 
YOURE EVEN ANT/-ANT7 (Hh HA). 

UL ONLY BE GONE FOR ABOUT A 
WEEK, 50/F YOU COULD PLEASE FEED 
716 TAC AAD WASH THE DISHES THIS 
WEEK AND (lt DO THEM NEXT WEEK. 

OW YEAH, AWD PLEEEZEZZZ..4, 


KR) 
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SS AKE O07 THE TRASH, KP 
THANKS A LOT, SEE YOU iN 
ABOUT A WEEK. 


LOVE You, 
MAGGIE 


PS. /VE FINALLY SEENA 
REAL LIVE ZIMBOOIAN. 
THEY REBLLY DO HAVE 
SKIN LIKE OLWES. 
THEY ALSO AWE THE 
BIGGEST FLEET (NTHE 

RL? WHEW s 


P55. SAV H/ 70 /22Y AND 
PENNY FOR ME AND 
(it BRINE YoU Alt 
SOUVEWIERS FROM 
ZHA7O REAL SOON, 


DEAR HOPE, 


TODAY WE ARRWEDAT 
THE BOBE (rropauced 
200-BEO AIPORT UT 
OUTSE ZHATO. WELL BE 
SPENDING THE WIGHT IN 
THE JUAN PANADERO Ho~ 
TEL (ust, wer a Dome) 
BEFORE WE TAKE A CHOP- 
PER INTO THE TUNGLE 
WHERE WELL BE WORKING. 
THERE WE MET THIS PUNWY 
GUY WHO WAS SUPPUSED 72 
PULUSIN CW WHERE WE 
WERE STAYING AND STORE 
LUKE THAT, BUT He DID 
KNOW HIS ASS FROM HIS 
SHIT. WE WAITED AROUND 

S| 7OUR HOURS BEFORE WE 
GOT ANY INSTRUCTIONS, 
7 WASNT $0 BAD WALTING 
BECHULE THEY HAD THIS 
CUTE TUKE BOK IN THe AR 
PORT CAFE AND ON /T WAS 
THE THEME SONG 70 THAT 
HULBILLY PROGRAM YOU 
LUKE. 1 PLAYED [7 EIGHT 
TIMES. OF Yeah, 1 SAW A 
PICTURE OF THE DHUGES 
ON THE ROCKET SHIP WE 
Witt BE FIXING, AND T 
HAVE A SLI6HT FEELING 
Welt BE MORE THANA , 
WEEK (war A 19685). UL 
WHITE YOU INA COUbLE OF 
DAYS. TAKE CARE, HAH? 


LOVE YOu 
MAGGIE 


25. THIS 1S THE BUBENESE 
GREETING: * BUBE, 
BUREBE BU.” THAT 
MEANS, DONT COUNT 
YOUR CHIKENS BEFORE 
YOUR BRITCHES 15 
HATCHED.” 4 Hh. 


P85, IN CASE YoU PRVENT ¥ 
NOTICED, OUR T0B 1S 
TOA A ROCKET THT 
CRASHLANED 1M THE 
TUNGLE YEARS Abd. 




















OUR HOTS ARE VERY 


1 MEAN, THIS JUNGLE /5 $0 A 
DEEL THAT 1F THe ROCKET WE NICE. THEYRE JOST 
HAUE 70 Fi DIDNT OPEN SOMME UKE THE ONES i 
SPALE WHEN 17 CRASH LANDED, THE MOUIES, ONLY 
WED All BE LIVING 1 THE TREES, THEY SELL UST 
LUE KAKA, 1 GUES 


WELL, HERE WE ARE. SORRY (VE — : Ue TOS HAVE TO 
; GET USED 70 THE 


TAKEN 50 LONG 70 WRITE, BUT WE 

HAVE 7 G0 ABOUT NINETY £5 TS STENCH HERE, 
(70 ZHATO 70 MAIL A LETTER LOWER PELLUCIDAR, 
AWD THE EXPRESS HERE 15 50 e MEAN, THIS TON- 
SLOW, BUT ANYWAY, REMEMBER : ME GE /S $000000 
WHEN 1 TOLD YOU we WERE R DEEP THAT NEXT 2 
WORKING IN THE DEEP JUNGLE? 5 THiS Bi, Bl, B16 
Welt, EVEN! DIDNT KWOW /7- 7 : ROCKED SHIP WE 
WOULD BE THE DEEP DEEP DEER WBE 70 PTR THAT IS 
JUNGLE WHERE THE LOCAL NA- - STUCK (lV THE dtl- 
TIVE LANGUAGE 1S 50 COpIPLER MEY MUG (5 A Ble, 
THAT EVEN THE CLOSEST TRIBES 516, 86, OLD, PAT, 
WHICH ARE SEVERAL ULES SMELLY, FAL, Ob, 
AWAY CANT [UKE 17 OUT. BACK DINOSAUR! 























NOKIDDING. /TKIND OF LOOKS LIKE A BRONTOSAURUS BEX EXCEPT 118 GOT A BUMP ON IIS HAD. THEY SAY (73 BEEW SITTING THERE 
SINCE THE Bl, BUG BIRD OUT OF THE SKY Cote ROCKET SHPCRASHED MNT IT MANY YEARS AGO. AND THEY BOTH HAVE BEEI SITTING THERE 
SINCE. IT SELMS THE BIG TWISTED ROOTS UNDERWATER GREW AROUWD AND TANGLED IT U2 50 178 THERE FOR GOOD. AN YUN, WE 
TALKED WITH A MR. ESCARENO, RIVD HE FILLED US IN ON THE S/TUATIO. HE SAUD 115 ONLY THE ENGINE. HES CRAZLER THAN THE LAST GUN, 


$0, BEFORE WE 
STARTED WORK 
THE EXT MOR- VE 
MIMMG, WE HAD 














ZAWALLY FOUND OUT WHY THIS TaB 1S $0 HUSY-HUY. THIS SHIP 
a WERE WORKING ON 1S THE LEGENDARY SATURN STILLETIO, MANY 
YEARS AGO, DURING THE ZYMBODIBU REVOLUTION, 17 WAS HIRED TO 


TRANSPORT THE BIGLEST LOAD OF P/70 iW THE WORLD OUT OF ZHRTO, 


18 HOT! LEMME QUTA HERELL 
seers BLT CRUBHT ITSELFIN ABKITLE AWD WHE BLASTED 17 WAS LICKED... 


THBTE THIS PLACE ALREADY, WE 
PRUE 10 DRINK BEER CONSTANTLY ” 
OR WELL DRY LP. THE CLIMATE Mis Nl 
15 50 STRAMBE HERE, AND THE : py : E 

SHELL, (IS DONE SOME WEIRD 

THINGS 70149 STOMACH, THE 

124B),/ THINK IS CALLED A 

BRACKINOSAURUS, OR SOME" 

THING LIKE THAT. (75 ALREADY 

GETING OV MY NERVES, BAD. 

THE NATIVES, THOUGH, USE /7 AS 

ATEMPLE POR PRAYING. ANDLO 

THEY HIME GREAT PARTIES AFTER 

HASS11 TUS Love THEIR MUSE. 

WS A CROSS. BETWEEN MARCH 

AWD CORKACOBAN MUS{C. HARD 

70 BELIEVE, Hilf 8 BU NOW /E IT 

SOUNDS LIKE 114 HAVING A Bill, 

Wd NOT. Abi WE D0 All (BY LONG 

1S WORK, PLAN, GET INSTRUE- 

TIONS, AND WORK. I HATE IT. 


ME SUT /T HAD ENOUGH SPARK LEFT 10 FLY 50 FAR (NTO 
THe TOVGLE WHERE 0 OME WOU) EYER FYWD/T, TE 
SHPAND CREW WERE NEVER HEARD FROM AGAY, 
MAWY EXPEDITIONS WERE FORMED 70 FIND IT BUT 
ALWAYS VANISHED IW TH TUNELE. DUE TO WAR, THEY ¥ 
COUN NEVER StARCH BY HR. WHT 1 BOS LOU 
15, WERE HIRED 70 P/X THE SUP 50 THEY AN ALY OT 
(AND RETRIEVE THE PIT. THINKITS STUPID. BY PULLING 
(OUT THE STILETIO, [7 COULD Kitl THE LOCALS ONLY 

CONTACT 70 THEIR MESSIAH, BUT 1] GUESS ft LARGE 
DEADHUNK OF JUNK IS FAR MORE IMPORTANT THAN OY 
‘A LIVING THING. DAMN, THE STUD THIN Wie NEVER 
FLY AGAIN. WERE WASTING OUR TL. BUT, WART THE 
HELL, WERE GETTING Ph/0 FOR (7. TH LOCALS ChLLIT 
HE MOUTH OF Hilt, BECBUE THEY SAY ANY HAVE VEN 
URED WE BUT NEVER RETURNED. kiWDA SPOOKY. 


Jit BeT Yoke WONDER- E AFTER DAYS OF TUT. 
7G HOW KNOW $0.MUCH , WORKING, WE FY- 
Soreencnicr | Gio went Noah 
fe > AWD WEN) 
STAND THE LINGO. WELL, 4 “ 70. 1 LONE THIS 
WE HOE OUR ERY OY a = TOWN, BU, WE All 
GUDE FROM ZHAP, : 4 
YOUNG GIRL CALLED TSE y, y SOM, 
TBE. SHE OME OF THe = ] y 7.3 DAVCNG AD 
BOTH OURS AND THESE o/s WSs THEM THEY WANTED 
(PEOPLES LIVELIGES. Sh ME 7060 wiry EM 
BUT AACE BEAT TEM 
OP, 901 TUNED OF 
A TABLE INTO RACES 
ARMS AN0 ALPIOST 
‘SWALLOWED WS 
FACE BYKESING 
HOM. THEN 1 TRINK I 
PRED OUT. 6OD,1 
WAS PENNY Ce 
PRA MBH BU 
THE NEXT (IORNING- 
MY POOR HEAD FeLT 
LIKE WORLD WAR 
THREE, AND] WAS 
50 EMBARRASSED. 
ABOUT Te NIGHT 
BEFORE THAT HD 
MY FACE FROM 
RACE THE WHOLE 
DAY. 


UT RAINED LIKE CRAZY THE PAST FEW TODAY THEY SENT OVER A 
| DAIS 50 WEVE HARDLY WORKED Ay ALL.1 HORNY DOCTOR WHO GAVE 
BORE MYSELF WHILE THE MEN TALK JOB. US SHOTS. 50 WE WOULD 
CATCH ANY OF Te JUNGLE 
DISEASES. OF COURSE HE 
GAVE THEM 70 THE MEN ON 
THEIR ARIS, B07 TOLD ME 
173 BEER FOR FEMALES TO 
GET IT YOUKNOW-VHERE. 
ANDLIKEA STUD SHIT £ 
Fez FORT, 71k HE STARTED 
DROOLING ALL QUERY BU, 
THE Bois THOUGHT [7 WAS 
KIND OF CUTE. [HATE MIEN, 
ANYWAY, THE RAIN STOPPED 
AND IT Wis BACK 10 WORK. 
EVEN IF EVERYTHING (5 Now 
S06GY, THE RBIN DD CLEAR 
OPA LOT OF THINGS. THE DI 
WOSHUR His A REX TRV 
MO THESE IS A PRETTY. 
PPLE. IF YOU CANT SEE 
THESE COLORS, 1 SUGCEST 
YoU AQIUS, YOUR TV SET, 
ANDAS FAR ASTHE WER, 
THER IS CONCERNED, [7S 
HOMER THAN EVER NOW. 50 
THE FASHION QUER HERE 1S 
Wow LITE AS POSSIBLE. 


BUT SERIOUSLY FOLKS, Jd EVER VappTTH OUT] Me GROUND J Eek! You CAN ste \ HEEHEE YA HAHA... 

Bc sei BE on tae Shes 15 KINO OF SLIPPERY! "RIGHT THROUGH Me!) SORRY) BUT 17 LOOKED S| 
Dah. CAUGHING! 

Zuato rar SUPPLIES. RACE AND [2 MARGIE! STOP SRUGHING! | HER GIVE 48 YER Hf 

7 WERE ALOME (Hob 17 MAGGIE... : bee 


MARGIE? WOULD You 
BRING THAT OVER 
HERE, PLEASE? 


7 FOUND THAT THIS [WD 1s GREAT FOR MY SKIN. 
14 GOING TO TRY 70 BRING SCOTE WITH ME 
WHEN | FINALLY COME HOME. ANYWAY... 


U7 WAS THE FUNNIEST THING 1D EVER SEEN. 
LLONT KNOW WHAT MADE ME DOI, BUT 
10 KINDA GLAD T DID.T WAS WONDERFUL, 





\\ 

a~ CHANCEL MEAN, WAS HE MAKING 
. 2 A PRES EARLIER OR MOTE HT file 
WENT $0 FAST, 1 GUESS (lk WER 

KNOW, WILL ? STUPID SNAKE, 

Wor UNLESS 
3 SMOTHERED 

70 DEATH! 


7-1 THINK ITS GONE, RACE/OR Hw BRE YOU.,? 
AT EAST cw Ln RACE ? ARE HA... GUE) 
YOU Kin? J 
zy 
2 
i 








6 DAVIN IT! THINGS ARE GETING WORSE 


d “LIME GIRL,” HH E! WHY ISNT WICE HARGA 
(BEL 115 GETING HATER, Wee MAVEN HD AA, stow SOL? Mee MARAT NO CORE? 
J A DAY OFF DAIS OPIN DAYS, AND JUST BE- = \ 
CAUSE WELE HAD R FEW CHANGES IN OUR TOB, AND RACE 15 Lipid CAUSE MARGARET, 
UPPER 8 COUPLE OF DAYS, DIKE MORALES 108 BEEN ON YAKS Ve es Wr 
AND MY ASS MOORE THAW EVER WOW SHIT! THUTS All 1, WEED. \ z we 


WELL, OME B0OD THING HAS COME OUT OF Al THIS. Ie ACTUALY 
LOST, THATS KIGMy, LOST THREE WHOL POWELL THOUGHT FOR 
“SURE WITH Alt. TH BEER, lb BE A BALLOON RIGHT NOW. 


%00, 
S1CK: MES 2 Hh 


GOING 70 FLY AGAIN! EVEN A BLIND 
MAN COULD SEL THAT [ 


TONIGHT WE THROW A B16, BIG PARTY! WE SAY 
(7 BE YouR BIRTHOAY! EVERYBODY CofE AND 
BRING YOU PRESENTS, VES F 


ia 


Th Ne) 

















TODAY WAS FULL OF SURPRISES. FURST, RACE RECOVERED COMPLETELY FROM THAT 10D WRESTUING MATE. 
SECOND, TODAY WAS ANOTHER DAY OFF. THATS RIGHi, WHS! BY SOMME FREAK ACCIDENT OF NATURE, SOMETHING 
UST HAD SCREW UPHY PLAN, OK YES, MEN ARE THE ABSOLUTE WORST THINGS EVER PUT OV THIS PLANET. 
30 7rd DE Dirt DUA) | 114 GONNA GET DRUNK Y HEV 00k | TH 18 GREAT! HOT DALIN! THE 

(PACK UP YOUR Tous, THERES) | AND JANLE ALL MIGHT | WHAT / Ol 

We WORK TOON, WERE Goa 

UNT® ZHATO... GONNA HAVE 

FUN, LEAVE TROUBLES BEMMO) 

MAY EVEN DAMME AW AUTO.) 








LITLE GIRL, YOURE 
WOT GONNA EVEN SCE 
THIS OWE P| 





WHATS WRONG, 
THREE! | MARGIE? YoU DIDNT 
YOURE | EVEN SWINGS Ce 
) 


Me 
‘ 


| 
‘ii | MATER, (EAN, here HAVE BEN 
MW ‘4516, HONGRY U1ZARD. 
INSTEAD, Gus WORSE. 


YOU GOING? ) BROUGHT HER PLONG | THIS 15 WO\ FOR SOMME ODD REASON, Z / 
5, Mo To Weck ir ofr. 7 | LAT? 


V MARGE 2 (Twas SLAYING THROUGH 
WHERE y irié| THE TREES LIKE MAD. BUT aa 


10 


A BRAHIOSAURIS!THES 15 WD! 
(ht GO DOLPYIN HISTORY! BUT, WHAT 





PWATURALLY T WAS INTRIGUED, SOL 
Fen) | RSA DD MY FRIEND 70 HIRE ME 
| BOAT AND CREM, ANOL WAS SET. 


7 STARTED IN FRITS. CAPE, 
WHERE [ wits DINING WITHA 














WE WERE ALMOST 7D THE EWD OF THe RIVER, WHEN PY CRW) \"T THINK THE CREW WERE BEM \ \"ANDFINALLY WHEN 1 COULD RUN No MORE, 
URED AGHINST ME! THEY WOUDNT GO ANY FURTHER 7 CAME ACROSS A CLEARING, AND THERE LAY 
WECHEE IT WAS TABOO CHICKENS). 50 WHEW / DEMAN- f DME OLD MAN BONES WITH AITAP 70 THE 
THAT THEY GO ON AHEAD, THEY WERE GONNA HWE) - FT| | 7REASURE ADA MACHETE! TALK ABOUT 
1 WALK THE PLANK! BUT THAT WAS POSTPUNEL AefPECT/ Slo NOW IT WHS THOSE TUNGLE 
BEASTIES WHO HAD 70 RUN FOR THE HULLS! 
\HEW 7 CHOPPED HY WAY TO WHERE | AMT Mout! 
: = y : 


AND NOW| FIND You HERE ON SOME WILD! THESE PEOPLE ARE 
‘kWh OF JOB AND EVERYTHING! 175 Z WOT! THEYRE ALWAYS HAWN) 
WONDERFUL! Z LOCHS LIKE) PARTIES, DANCES, AND F 
LUKE THAT! AND THEYRE 
HSC HEAVY INTO MAGIC! 


THEYRE ALWAYS CONTOURING 
W LIGHT Shows AND 
STF! Wil, WU? 


OF THAT! HEN 
PENNY cw F 


WHAT DO VOD THINK OE THe Ba THINGS ARE GONNA GET FLV AROUND HERE, MOW THAT PENNS 

"MONSTER THAT GUARDS THe | ARRWED. Wo MORE BORING WOKK DAYS, JUST FUN, PUN, FIV! 

FORBIDDEN TREASURE Now ? gh AND Til BEST PART ‘OF Alt 15, SHE CANE STAND THE SIGHT OF 
RACE. ANYWAY, 7 WISH You WERE HERE. /7 SUKE 15 A BREAK 
FROM CIVILIAN LIFE. NOT A PROBLE/4 IN THE WORLD, 


Zz) wel sHow /M 
WHOS 7oUGRL 
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THIS IS fh PICTURE OF THE FUMALISTS OF THE MSS BIG EKA COVIEST. 
GUESS WHO WON? PENNY AND T WERE THE FINALISTS BECAUSE 
WE WERE THE ONLY CONTESTANTS. WONE OF THE LOCAL WOMEN 
WANTED 70 EWTER BECAUSE THEY WERE SCARED. I JUST THINK 
THEY WERE AFRAID OF BEATING US CHA Hh). FOR DAYS, WORK HAS. 
BEEN REALLY SLOW 50 IVE BEEN DRUK OFF MY ASS THE WHOLE 
TW, SCREWING AROUMP WITH PENNY IVD THE LOCALS, TRYING 7D 
GET SOMETHING GOOD OUT of THIS TRIP. RACE HAS BEEN REALLY 
QUIET LATELY. PENNY BROKE THE POGR BOYS HEART AWHILE 
BACK, 494 SERIES HPD RIGHT. BY THE Wil, THE HAW HOLLING S 
UPS Nor A ROBBER, BUT BEN RUBEN, THE VILLAGE WRESTLER. 


ll 


i, 


REWAS HERE 70 FIND OUT How LINOSURS 


———— 
— HAVE KEPT ALIVE HERE FOR 50 MANY YEARS, 


AND SPEAKING OF WRESTLING, WA COUPLE C DAYS SERS M AW WHY ONES FRO DIFFERENT TUNE PERICOS 
WERE EXPECTING A COUPLE OF PEOPLE 70 2IN OS Mes COENST. | SAV 173 BECAUSE THEY WERE WRONG 
FOR ALUHUE,, AND GUESS lho CWE OF THEN) (5 2 ‘ | dala (ALL ALONG AND THAT DINOSAURS NEVER BE- 


(NONE OTHER THAN QUEEN RENA TTTARON! You i! CANE EXTINGT, THEY TUST GOT TIRED OF WORK 
KNOW, THE WORLD PRO WRESTLING CHAMPION, lis (NG EIGHT HOUR SHIFTS AND PAOUED 70 THE WitD 
ROM WON MY AUNT VICKY STOLE THE 7/7, Fa TOLNE OF THE LAND LIKE FLEABAG HIPPIES. 
RENA WOULD STULL BE CHAPP IE MY 7A Would bi 3 

HAVE WRESTIED SCIENTIFICALLY (SHE USED THE 

ROPES). SMALL WORLD, HAH? AND DID YoU 

NOW THAT WHEN SHE WASNT IN THE RING SHE 

WAS TROITING THE GLOBE FIGHTING MONSTERS 

AND CROOKS, STRRTING REVOLUTIONS AND Att 

OER TYPES OF HEROICS? AND TO THINK SHE i 

Plektb THIS Holl FOR HER NENT SHIND/G. a ‘ 

THIS WOMAN IVE GOT TO MEET. I ie 





WELL, HOLTIA, /T LOOKS 
LUKE 115, GONNA BE A 
LONG TIME BEFORE 
Vit BE SEEING GOOD 
OL! HOPPERS THIRTEEN 
AGAIN. OUR EMPLOYER 
USWMS He MOST 
TRULY BE THE (ONS- 
TER FROM THE PADDED 
CELL. HES GOT Us 
WOW TAKING THE 
WHOLE DAVIN SHIP 
HOARY. THIS TOR TUT 
MIGHT FIMSH US BE- 
PORE WE FIND IT 
THERES SOMETHIVE 
PUSHY COME OM. 














DAY20 a. 
TODAY 1 WOKE UP wiTh PUAGGIET 
THE FEELING OF (MPEN- 


DINE D00r, 7 CAN Al- u 
WAYS TELL WHEN SOME- Po 
THINGS GOING 70 GO : 

WRONG, BECAUSE 

WAKE UP With ALLIMY. 

COVERS ON THE FLOOR. 

50 FOR THE WHOLE DAY 

[Was EXTRA CAUTIOUS, 

AND 17 GOT 50 BAD THT 

1 S0ON BECAME AFRAID 

OF /Y OWN SHADOW. 


g CHEE, MAGGOT! WHY 
. MUNGLE WITH LIZARDS HERE! ) BO MAKE YoU 50 WER- 
CHECK 14 OUT! T-THOSE Ate THE RULES HERE! | VOUS? DONT WORRY, THIS 
He FOLLOWED ME TE THEY CATCH YOu GUYS Wo MEAT EATER! 
HOME! 170 ChLliNG 
HME GUILLERMO 
EL JUEVIN! 


WHAT YOU NEED 75 A 
LONG VACATION AWAY “ 
PROM Ail. THESE STUPID (14 SORRY! TH TOB 15 


MACHINES! THEYRE VOAKING JTUST DRIVING ME NUTS! WERE 
you A MERVOUS WRECK!) ALWAYS GETING WEIRD INSTRUC- 
IOUS, EVERYBODYS UPTIGHT, 
AND NO ONE Wilt TELL ITE WiHlo 
WERE WORKING FOR! (73 
Aina SPo0ky, VkMOwe 


SANCHO SAN FO 
GAVE US THe SUP 
AGAIN! HES WISE 





TAKE A BREAK, MARGIE! WERE GOING TO 
GREET RENA T/TANON AND OUR OTHER GUEST 
THEVRE DUE ANY (UNUTE Now! 


YOU SAD Me 
736 TSE! (hq 


AMES, 
IN sil 


D Mt) 
(May 


% WG Qh | 


Z 
Z 
AA 


G 
Yj 5 
y 
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THAT WAS A LONG TIME AGO, 
7BETSE! 14 SURE SHE HAS 
ORE /MPORTANT THINGS ON | 
HER UND NOWADAYS 














TODAY PENNYS PET WHS DISCOVERED AND CAPTURED BY THE LOCALS. | DOV DARE TELL PENNY HES BEING SAVED POR 
THAWKSEIVING, /T WOULD BREAK HER HEART. ANYWAY, OOR NEW VISHTORS HAVE FINALLY SETTLED DOWN. FURST, THERES 
FEDER RODRIGUEZ SAN To. HES THE SON OF OUR EMPLOYER. WUCH MMEANS WERE WORKING FOR NONE OTHER THAN, 
“SANCHO CONAALO SAN JO! THE (AHN ldo 15 50 RICH, THE WHOLE ZYMIBODIAIY GOVERNMENT (S LWIDER HS FOOT. THE MAN Luthio HAS PUT 
ZHATO, ZYMBODIA THROUGH 50 MANY REVCLUTIONS, ASSASSINATIONS, ETC.m THESE PAST FORTY TEARS, All BECAUSE HE THINKS ZHATO 15 
JHE PUNNEST CITY 1 ALL ZYMBODIA HIS SCN 15 HERE JUST 72 CHECK OUT DADDYS PRBRESS. AMD TALK ABOUT HORNY GLOWS... YEESH iy 








WE FIRST DAY HE GOT HERE, HE CORMERED ME WHILE I WHS WASHING CLOTHES AND STARTED FEEDING IME THE OLD WOULDW) Z 
WIW-IE-AT-A-LISCO LINES. THEN HE STARTED GETING LIRTY, S01 THREW SOAP IN HIS FACE(/ wMow, 12 CHIVA RIVA RL, A PUN PUN PUNSD). 14 
"PRETTY SURE HE GOT THe MESS AG é, BECAUSE NOW HE ONLY MAKES 600 G00 ENES AT ME. AND FINALLY, THERES BUG 01! REMA THTARON, ALL THE 
MEN GO GA GA OVER HER. WELL, SHE Ls ATTRACTIVE, 1 GUESS, FOR AW ELDERLY WOMAN, THAT 18. ALTHOUGH, THERES ONE THING (lL. SAY FOR 
HER, She OUIDOES EVEN PENNY IN THE THINES SHES. DONE, THE PEOPLE SHES (MET, AND THE PLACES SHES BEEN, BUT THE REAL TOPPING OFF THE 
‘CAKE IS THAT RENA WAS ONCE A SUPERHERO. AND AS YOUVE PROBABLY ALREADY FIGURED OU, PENWY CANT STAND THE SASHT OF HER. 


Z Or I 


\ 

\y 

WW 
Wm 


ee WE SHOWED OUR § T ho apspne 

ViS/TORS THE SATURN 5Tf- N i 10 SAN 2D SEN) 4 
(ETO, {7 LOOKED ASIF REM NASW 107A some | Ne ol 
Z7TAROW HAD SEEWA GHOST H A 
WELL, SHE MAY AS WELL fare BR SS i 4 

BECRUSE WOULDNT YOU N A Ni 2 MAD ABA HER). 
KNOW /T (NW TRE OLD DAYS SEXES ANYTHING 
SHEUSD 70 TRANEL INT =" LE HIS SON, THOSE 
DURING THE WESTSIDE WARS ORHIDS we RE 

UP SEEMS SH HAD A LOVE : \ 2008 TRAPPED. I 

BOR WITH THE CPTAIN TREN \ ASKED PEDERO WHY 

OF THE SHIP. THEY PLANNED. \ HE DOESNT GOAF- 

70 WED, BU THAT WAS DAS TER PENNY, AND ME 
BEFORE THE SHIP WAS ‘ SAID MY SHAPE WAS 
THOUGHT LOST. AND NOW MORE HIS DEA CFA 
EVERYBODY PERE 5 DIS- é WOPUN. 1 SHOUD 

CLSSWG VENTURING DOWN, 8 FLATIERED, BO 

IO THE SHIP 70 SEE MF TRE OM NOT, WUT Ui 

CREW DIED WITH 17. WEll, INRA HAVE 70 WRITE YOU 

THOPE THEY CAN COUNT VAN ABOUT IT LATER. 

MME OU BECAUSE WHEN , AIGHT NOW, THE 

LWAS LITLE, WE WERE HOU HIMSELF /S 

PLAYING HD AWD SEEK, PEKING WY WN 

ANO THERE WAS THIS LD 20k, | WONDER (E 
REFRIGERATOR, AND Well. HHS 100K AT 10%, 
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DAY22 


TOOAY. IT WAS MINE AND 
RACES TURN 10 GET 
SUPPLIES 11 TOU, 
ENA T/TANON HAD 70 
COME ALONG 70 TRANS 
LATE FOR US, YikNOW, 
DIDNT THINK 700 
MU OF HER WHEN 
SHE FIRST ARRWED, 


BUT Wow SHES MY 
HERO, MY GOD, SHES 












































THIS GUY WAS HYSTERICAL! NEITHER RACE OR T 
OUD UNDERSTAND HIS LANGUAGE TOO Well, BUT 
THE NAME "SAN JO" WAS PRETTY CLEAR 


Mol G0 AWAY! L KNOW YOURE 

WORKING FOR SAN TO! WHY DONT } OLD TIMER! WE 
YOU PEOPLE LERUE ME ALONE ? 

SECHLSE OF VOU, POY LMFE HAS. 

GONE CRAZY, AND MY Kiln 


1 KMOW WHAT YOO 
WANT! BUT YOURE WO 
GONG 10 GET 17? 


OW 7H WAY BACK KENA EXPLAINED 70 US THAT AND A FEW MILES AWAY IN THE TOWN OF 
Tht LAND Blow WED 70 BE A VikLAGE THAT WINZENA, SAN JD CLOSED DOWN 7HE LAR- 
GREW COFFEE BEANS BEFORE IT WAS WIPED GEST FACTORY FOR (ULES AROUND LEAVING 
OUT BY MORTARS, SAN JO THOUBAT THEY THOUSANDS OF EMPLOIEES OUT OF WORK AND 
WERE 700 MUCH COMPETITION FOR HIS PAN Ate NEWLYWEDS HOMELESS, ALL BECAUSE 
PUXLEY PEANUT COFFEE INVESTMENT. HIS NEW BROTHER-IN-LAW WHO WORKED IN 
THE FACTORY OWED HII FIFTY DOLIARS. OH 
\ YES, WS S/STER WAS STERILIZED (WS ORDERS), 


( 


ot. 


i BOS ji 
AWA i iti, \ RAG 





FANTABULOUS. 1 THK 
WAS JUST A BIT JéA- 
0US BECAUSE OF THE 
WAY EVERYBODY LOOKS 
OP TOHER, NOW (M 
KINDA ASHAIMED OF 
MYSELF. ANYWAY. WE 
WALKED (NTO AV OLD 
AURPLANE HANGER, AND 
THERE WAS AN OLD AN 
SITING BEHIND AN 
OLD DESK, AND WHEN 
HE SAW US COMING, HE 
STARTED 70 BACK ALY, 


SS 


THE SCUPFLE WAS QUER QUICKLY, AND WE. 
GCT CUR SUPPYES. (AND AS WE WERE LEA 
VIN, 1 COUD HEAR THE OLD MAN MUMBLING 
SOMETHING ABOUT NOT GETTING UT. WON 
DER 1 HE WAS TALKING ABOUT THE PUTO. THOS 
WHOLE SITURTIONS BECOME PRETTY SPOOKY. 






AND NOW WERE WORKING FOR THIS GHW. 
L2ONT MIND TELLING YOU, 14 ABSOLUTELY 
SCARED SHITIESS, 50 WHEN WE WERE GET- 
71NG SUPPLIES, 1 STOLE A TV SET 10 TAKE 
MY MIND OFF THIS JERK, BUT, CULL 
Yow KNOW IE SANTO OWNS All THE LOCAL 
NETWORKS, 50 HES 8 HERO ON ALL CHANNELS. 
THIS GO¥ 
CRACKS ME 
LPs 














F HEY, BITCH! DONT YOU PEOPLE ARE Ail LOONIER\ | THERES NOTHING HERES 
WORRY! /)4 MOT GONNA THAN MY DAD ISL YOU PEOPLE| \ THERE WEVER WAS! YOURE All. 

\ TOUGH YoU. THis THE! i ‘ARE All STICKING AROUND, \\ JUST WASTING YOUR TIME 

THI CHUCKS BLOWING 7. WWE BEEN \ 1 JUST WANNA TELL WHITING 70 DIE! YOU All HERE! YOURE All. GOING 1D 

DRINKING /DSELF SILLY THESE PAST \y YOU SOMETHING 

COUPLE OF DAIS, AW IW BEEN FUCK 

(NG UPAT 1 JOB. DUKE HAS ALMOST r 

DECKED ME PLENTY OF TIMES, BUT N i BLOW THS THING SKY HGH! 

DONT CARE, THIS IS 50 RIDICULOUS // Ta No YOU JUST WALT. 

EVERYBODYS GOING AROUND AS IF 4) 

(WOTWING'S WRONG. THEYRE ALL PRE- 

TENDING THEY DONT KNOW ANY DAY 

OW SAN ID Witt DROP AN -BO/1B 

ON US AND THEN HAVE HIS LONCH, HIS 

SON EVEN KNOWS HES OFF HIS FLA- 

HUNG ROCKER. 


TTAVEET APL PRIBE TD 15 LAUEHTER Ws JUST AS 

CoD HRP INE! THE ONLY \\NOT! YOU kWoU, I KIND og | SEREWING AS Hs DAD MAN TE 

CCAS ON YOURE ALL ALN RIGHT | FEEL SORRY FOR You Peofte| 110) 7D OFT AUN Y PROM THERE 

OU MMSE [it HERE! BUT \\ 1 GLESS 19 TT AS CRAZY \ PT RD THRO HS 1S 

HE DAY 1 LEAVE, 95 DEAR OL LADL Ha/ | GETING QUT OF HAND. 
KABLOIE/ 


HA! DAb WOULD NEVER DO ANY- 


THE NEXT MORNING 1 WOKE UP wit A Bis, 1 COUDNT TAKE ANY M0RE. 1 NEEDED PENNY QUT OF IT AND EVERYBODY ELSE 
BUG, Ble HANGOVER WONDERING UF “ PEDERO Wi, STRENGTH, SO THAT MIGHT [ LLORED FOR 18700 BUSY TO KNOW WHAT THE Hill (8 
COUSHITING ME. DUKE WAS ON MY BACK AGM, PENNY. SHES OME PERSON I COUWD USUALLY REALLY GOINE ON. $0, 118 UP 70 ME 10 GET 
SELIM MY HEAD OFF AS 1 PRANED 70 THE — TURN 70 FOR ASSURANCE. BUT WHEN 1 FOUND us OUT OF THIS. WOM, (WSTEAD OF BEING 
PORCELMIN GOD. POOR ME. WER IT WASH THE SPIE. THE NATIVES PAD. SCARED, 14 GONNA GET (IAD! tht GONNA 
HER PET FOR TOMIGHTS SUPPER. UGH. GET THINGS DONE! THIS GHOUL 1s WOT GON- 
NA GETAWAY WITH MURDERL 114 GONNA ne 
OPA we SORRY 74 GONNA GET ANOTHER BEER AND SLEEP 
U7 OF AND GO 70 WORK 1 THE MORNING». 





BU, PENNY? Vi Y /  [FIWALLY 607 HERE, Et, LIMLE GIRL? HOKAY, 
YOU DONT HAVE \ SOMETIME, EQUE No? FOLKS, 1 JUST RECIEVED NEW MMETRUCTIONS 
70 LEAVE! YOURE \ 7 GUESS 114 GMA rs FROM OUR FEARLESS E/IPLOVER, 
TOOAY 1S THE DAY 1 TAKE MR. Sal JDL 
SHIT FRO}4 No ONE, NOT / 
FROUT SANTO. HS 50M, 
DUKE HOKALES, OR EVEN 
THAT DAMN DINOSAUR 
THAT KEEPS ME UP All 
MIGHT HOMING AT THE 
(MO0M, EVEN RACE, WHO, 
EVER SINCE PENMY AND 
RENA SHoweD UE, 
GME [1 A SECOND GLANCE, 
JUST LET THEI TRY 70 GET 
WHY WAY. Le SHOW EM, 
YAK 13 OK, BUT HE DOESNT 
SAY MUCH, AND TEE TE 
SPENDS MOST OF HER TIME = 


COOKING AND WASHING i —— a 
CoTHEs. Mow THAT anny {III ( Za 
LEAVES PENNY, WHOTUST, i | 
"oat ing ayy 


THE TVE-ASS SCENE. Ik 


WE HAVE 70 DROP EVERYTHING WEVE DONE UP 70 77S WHAT ?(1 HEARD 
| POINT AND START CONCENTRATING ON FINDING A THAT! YOURE CAN STI, WHIP 
WAY 70 GET DOM 70 THE BACK END OF THE SHIPS PRUNES YOUR FUCKIN 4551) 
SAN D PEELS WERE WASTING, WERE DOING HERE? p 
OUR TIME GY TUS ’ 
DpbbIo? 1 KNEW THIS 
WAS A WASTE OF TIME 70 
BEGIN WITH? BURP 


YOU KNOW | WAS 
TEASING YoU. YOU SHO 
GET S0 EXCITED... YoU GET) 


WE PINAL, BECOPNE GOOD FRIENDS WITH, 
RENATITANON, SHE HELPED ME WASH OUT 
HER BLAKE AFTER L THREW OP Ald OVER 
WL, WAS PRETTY ORUNK, | GUESS, WEL 
47 LAST DUKE GOT TH MESSAGE. 
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TO FIETEEN! } DONT WANT 
70 READ UD WRESTUNG 
LOVE” AGAINS 


HEY, HOPEY! PASS 
(ME DAY EIGHTBEN TO 
MINETEEN / 1 WANWA READ) 
ABOUT THE OMresT 
PEUNY Wo, 
PHS IE A GR, 
700/ 


FUCK “HOPEY! WHY 
WONT YOU LET OVE 
OF US SIT UP FRONT 


HUE TAKEN THAT ACID 
AT HEROS, HOPTAL 


OOM THINK 
YOU SHOULDA DOWNED 
THAT WHOLE SIYER OF 
VATOS GOLD! THAT 
BEER Kk YOU 
YkNow? 


OUT AND LSE 
WH! 


PEESASHIT CAR 


(OPEV? WihlERE 15 THAT 


(DAL TURN OFF? HOPEY! 


WILL YOU PLEASE TELL 
HE WHERE... HOPEY ? 


18 THAT A COP? 
1 THINK WE SHOUD 
TASH THE BEERS ¢ 

WHIT! 15 THAT A 


TUT BE GLAD VOU 
AYE A RIDE HOE: 
HEN, 12201 SINCE 
WHEN HAS YOUR 


LETS GO GET SOMETHING 
TD EAT! REWIND THE TAPE! 
122%, REWIND THE. 


ARE THOSE 
COP HEADLIGHTS 


OK, MAN ..GOING OUT 


GOTTA CALI 
Keo OK oe TALK 


LA) 
ABOUT». MABBIES JOB OK. 
WHERE THE HELL 1S THAT 


TURN OF. AM Sb Ew OK» 


HEY! LISTEN 70 7S ue 
MAGGIE re 


5. A HIGHWAY 
PATROLIGAN / LOOK! 


THAT DID{T! IF YOU 
GOS DONT 57... H, SH 
WEA COPL 


WWHETILL Dow J CAN. 
Ll CANT TAKE [7 AY 
LONGER» ( TUS 


END OF FART IL 





LASTMGHT OUTSIDE MY HOT 1 HEARD DLKE = MANY YEARS AGO CARBO NEEDED MECHANICAL 
(AND RENA TALKING ABOUT THE STILLETIO WHEN HELP FOR HIS NEW ROCKET SHIP AND DUKE 
JT FLEW, AND ABOUT ITS PILOT, HER ONCE StON GOT THE JOB, THEY BECAME GOOD FRIENDS 
70 8E HUSBAND, BERNIE CARBO. POR THE YEARS 70 FOLLOW. THEW ONE DAM 
DUKE INTRODUCED CARBO 70 A FRIEND OF HIS 
WAVED RENA. [7 WAS LOVE AT FURST SIGHT. 








LATELY 
Ne BEN 
HUNG = 2 
TWESE AWPU DREANIS ABOUT THE STULLETIO. S0ON THE THREE OF THEM BECAIIE KINDOF A THE NEXT DAY TSE TE CALIE RUNNING WMT 
THEY STARTED UHEN WE 507 ORDERS 7B 4K4 BUT DUKE SOON DROPPED OUT BECAUSE — SOMETHING IN HER HAND. 17 WAS THE LATEST 
VENTURE (NSWE TO THE BACK OF THE SHUR, pug FIGURED THREE WAS A CROWD. POCR DIKE, COPY OF THE DAILY PANADERON, A ZHAO 
VTHIK HE LOVED HER, 700. ANYWAY, BEING == NEWSPAPER, AT LAST (0 FIND QUT WHAT THE. 
DRUNK AND REMEMBERING OLD TIMES GOT OUTSIDE WORLD WARS UP TO. IT WAS FULL OF 
DUKE Alt CHOKED UP, 50 HE EVEN APOLOGIZED FUN AND FASCINATING PACTS. 
70 ME FOR ALWAYS GIVING PAE A HARD THE. 
THAT WAS NICE, BUT 14 ST7LL BUGGED ABOUT WHAT DOES 
THAT SUP. 1 DONT THINK SAN IO 15 7¥ ONLY SANTO 
Z| WORRY ANY MORE. MAYBE OY PSYCHIC. 






















POR INSTANCE, IT AS THAT RECENTLY ALL THE 

PEOPLE IN THE TOWN OF TINTIN) GAVE SAN JO 

AVERY WAR/4 RECEPTION WHEN HE STAYED NOL HE HADA 
AT THEMAYORS. HOUSE. BUT THEN SAN JO OWKS TRAP DOOR / 
All THE NEWSPAPERS IN THE COUNTRY. / Wny- 

DER WHAT REALLY HAPPENED. 1 WONDER WHET 

We PEOPLE OF ZYMBODVA REALLY THINK OF 

SANCHO CONRALO SAN JO. 


DAY30 


SOMETHING FISHY /S 
GOING ONAGAIN. RENA 
THANON HAS BEEN 





STRAW THAT BRUKE 
THE DINOSAURS BACK. 


OK, BG PAAN! YORE 
GONNA SEE WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEW YoU FUR Wii A 
SAN Jof¢ 





RACE! OOF! 
NEVER MINDS 


= 


ESN 


CEST SHOT! YOURE 
2VING TODAY / 


: . g WU 
a, ; é i 
YoU BROKE MY L00K U7 YOURE OLY GOD! HE-HE 
WANT s0/de Mone, \ FUCKING NOSE, GETING 700 C105E 70 Félt UER! HE-PES 
HAH? OK! COME Ov, \ SON OF A BUTCHI | \\ THE EDGES DEAD! ANDITE Alt MY 
DIPSHITI TAKE YOUR R Me Kilt. YOULL, \s Bh AAT! 7 SHOUD YE. 
Whig i 
é Z e 
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SEE? LISTEN] WEL, IT HAPPENED, THAT GEEK WONT GRAB MY BOWS AGAIN. HE BROKE 1 RETIRED TOUAY HUT WTR THAT 

es CRYING! HS, HES PINCHING APY. ANYUBY, THIS 18 11; HOPEY, HERES WHERE 1 FIND WAUSEATING PEELE OF 174. 

OUT IF WERE 70 BE UIPED OF THE MAB, OR IF SANCHO SAN TO REPLY PENDING D000, 1 DONT KNOW 

3 WANTS 70 SAVE THAT PITO. 1 TUST WALIWA GO HOME, NOW! WHET 1 VAS GOING 70.00, 50L 
FURTHER E WE 


‘SAT STBRIG AT THE WALL. TEN 
HUE 70 SAVE HI ne Oe CAME A Kock QV MY Wile. 


iy 


YS (NTO A LOT OF 





Tr WHOLE PURE WAS FIODEDT AND | (7 STATED GETING DARK ALL AROUND UW. Ar 
| ue at roveu whree DISSOLVE P1701 50) FIAT 1 THOUGHT THE SUN WAS GONE DOWN. 

STORIES ABOUT M/STER WS JOB(S OUER! YOO CAN START PacKING) 7 C27 DARKER,» AND DARKER 

“SAN 20 BEING THIS LUV- | THERE SAVING His | | YOUR THINGS, WERE GOING HOME, Yoo 


ATIC AND THAT US BEIWG | 50% / FOUND A DONT HAVE TO WORRY ANY/TRE. EVERY- 
HERE 1S A 816, BI6 JOKE! 





AND TWEN RACE STARTED FADING WITH EVERYTHING ELSE. 1 GUESS WAS PASSING OFT. WI Mi, SOPIEBODY UP THERE UST PTE (16. 
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AND THEN 1 REALIZE THA: S S 
0 IN BED WITH Alt THE INS 
WINDOWS COVERED, (Kt N 
DRIPPING WITH SWEAT BE- 

CAUSE L HAVE A THOUSAND. 

DEGREE TEMPERATURE, MY 

WUT SIIELLS LIKE RUBBING 

ALCOWOL, AND THERE ARE 

SERIOUS MEN OUTS/DE 

DISCUSSING SERIOUS 

MATERS. /4Y CONCLUSION 

US THAT ME SCETHING 

THAT DIDNT AGREE WITH HE. 


; — 7 


ESS 


BUT THEN | STARTED COMING OUT OF IT REALLY FAS, BUT RACE WASWT THERE ANIMORE, ONLY THE POWINY MASKS HANGING WMY HOT, CUCU» 


THATS EXACTLY WHAT IT WAY 7s 77 yeky SERIOUS?) 71 SORRY, DUKE, BUT All / CAN 


THE OTHER DAY A FLOWER. 
HAD EXPLOOD INMY FALE, 
B07 1 DIONT THUNK IT WAS 
SERIOUS, EVEN THOUGH 
GOTSOME SHIT I MY EVES, 


OW, GREAT! BECHUSE OF ME WELL PROBABLY — BECAUSE OF MY FEVER, (ly AWFUL DREAMS OF 
Att BE DEAD INA FEW DAYS, WE COULD HAVE — THE SATURN STULLETIO HAVE TURNED (NTO 
All BEEN SUN BATHING iW OXNARD VERY NIGHTTIARES. THE DAUM THING JUST WONT 
SOON, (NSTEAD, Welt PROBABLY FRY ON A Blb, LEAVE MME ALONE. 173 SPOOKK. 

le ROCK iN TP ZHATO FUNGLE, 





ELL YOU Wow US SHES TO REMMIN) 
UW THAT WOT TILL THE FEVER (8 
BROKEN! AND THAT COULD MEAN) 
THREE 70 Four DAYS ( Add WE 
CAN 20 NOW 18 WALT LOMLY TSE 
BE AND [ CANGO NEAR HER 
SIE WEVE. ie Ni TE. 


SQUMD LEADER 70" 
SADIE ONE, TW, THREE, 
AND FOUR! NEXT STOP: 
ZHATOL 





DAY 3 132 = You MOST HVE STRENGTH, 


f MARGARET! WE HAVE SENT 
SORRY / HAVENT WRITTEN 
YOU iN A WHILE, BUT THE Hy FOR Foe ie! pepe 
PAST WEEK HAS BEEN OFF DUNTRY 
THE DEEP END. MY FEVER : 
AAV 50 HIGH 1 COULDNT % 72 6 ee pid 
LET LY ARMS, PMY SIDES 
FELT LIKE THEY WERE ON 
FIRE, HY SKIN FELT IKEA 
(ULLION NEEDLES WERE 
POKING (NID ME, MY EVES 
WERE ALMOST GONE, MY 
FINGERNAILS TURNED PUR. 
ALE AND | GREW THESE 
GROSS, G/GANTIC, GREEN 
FEVER BUSTERS All UER 
HY FALE AND HES. I 
WAS A MESS. 1 COULD TEU 
LHS FADING FAST, BUT 
TSE TSE AND REMA Woe) 
ALWAYS. BE THERE 70 LET 
ME KNOW T WAS STULL A- 
ROUND 70 MEET THE SOOM 
TOBE WRATH OF SANTO. 


Ton TSE [5E... AO | DEAD VET ? PUCRSE vw I " RELAX, BOYS! SHES IN GOOD HANDS! 7 HEAR 
24 Nw LET OME. BUT Taw Wl. BE OK I.) DOCTOR NUMURA /4UMURA 1S THE BESTS 
(t STill BE HERE SPURT» BECAUSE, YOO Hes WORLD FAA FOR HIS 
HOPE Yn MEAN? NOm DONT TAKE | : / \ | OPERATION! ONLY HE CAN 
THE CHAIN 19 ZYDE en ee " HANOLE THIS SICKNESS/. 





BD syppese 5H 
REALLY DING?) VL DO, TOMMY SUN 17 


TWAS 50 DELIRIOUS THAT Al 1 REMEMIBER JUST THEN, AL‘ THE THINGS IN THE — THAT WAS WHEN | STARTED TO IT SEEMED LIKE FOR- 
WAS A B16, BlG- SHADOW COME INTO (4 HOT ROOM STARTED SLAYING LIKE REALLY GET SCARED.EVERY- EVER, AND JUST WHEN 
‘AND IT STARTED PAINTING TH WALLS. AND CRAZY. 1 THOUGHT THAT WAS MY THING STARTED 70 GET DULLLAND / Ws READY TO CHSH 
THEN IT STARTED TOSMELL LIKE OL, PIOLDY GOING AWAY PARTY. 1 SCREALIED. THEN CAME THE KOOKY PATIERMS IT IN, 1 COUD HEAR A 
TOKTILNS. t THOUGHT FOR SURE T WAS BEING S07 THE THING 70 TOP IT ALLOFE WOMAN CRYING. THEN, 
PUKED UP 70.60 70 THE OL" BARWO INTHE SKY. WAS THE MARCHING DOUGHNUTS, ALL OF A SUDDEN (GOT 
Z Mg REALLY COLD. ANDTHE 

| | | te A GAY 607 LOUDER, AND 

Up GOT COLDER. AND THE 


ih mw ues ¢ (ein i 
ee NEG Ge q 


fo 





HEN, SPEEDY! SHES WORKING ALL THE WAY IN 
7 WAS TOT ONY ZHATO AND HAVING A BLAST! SHES 
Way 70 YouR SSTERS!| \ \\ FIGHTING DINOSAURS, MASHERS AWD 
J JUST GOT ANOTHER } \ LAST 7 HEARD, SHE WAS TURIN. 
LETTER FRO MIO A DINOSUR! SHES MET 
Pr 422 AINDS OF FAPIOUS 
Na 








WELL, FOR ONE, SHE MET RENA TITANON, SHIT. SHE USED The 
THE WRESTLING CHAP FROOT YEARS BACK, ROPES! BY HOPEY? ARE) 
YOU KNOW, THE ONE THET MAGHIES 7/A 

VICK STOLE THE TI72E FROZE, 


Sl tlliyy 


“iy 
eet ye 


WELL, NOW! LOOK 
Whos AWAKE ? How 
; ARE YOU FEELING, ‘ 
WAH MY SICKNESS ALL GONE, G f Lihat fe obblly MisiaphslA yah 
/MOKE UP TODAY FEELING ! N 7HE MEN ALREADY VENTORE 


ine ne as ae Scania ie Sabe 


is np evar ra WEL, NO! THATS 
ZDWNE FEVER 1 HAD, IT WAS VY, Reece ae 
THE VAN SOY FLU, LUIS 4 ga lpi 
WORSE, SHE SAID IT MASA 

MIKAEL LIVED THROGH 

7, MUST BL THE CHICANA, 

Bia0d, ANuaY, 1 WONT 

BE SHOWING My FACE To 

ANYBODY TLL THESE UGLY 

MONSTER BUMPS GO AWAY, 

7 TRULY LOOK LIKE A BEAST. 

PROM Te HAUNTED DARL, 

Hod EMBARRESS/N, HARE 

EARLIER TODAY | HEARD THE 

WEN TALKING ABOUT THAT 

DAMN SHIP AGAIN. THEY 

WANT 70 VENTURE INSIDE. 

THEY BE SORRY IF HEY D0, 





WHEN 1 WAS RAGING WITH FEVER, 1 HAD THESE WELL, YoU DONT HAVE To WORRY! /10 ONE) 
REALLY ChA2Y DREAMS ABOUT ME GOINE DOWN INTO) ) With BE GOING DOWN THERE / THE WHOLE 
THE SHPALL ALONE! AO THE FURTHER DOWN 7 WENT \ \ JOB HAS BEEN CH ALLED OFF! SAN JO HAS 
THE MORE GOT THIS STRANGE FEELING, AS JE HAD Tile WHOLE PROTECT DROPPED! 
(SOMETHING ALIVE WAS DOWN THERE WALTNG! OR 
LVEN THE SHIP [73ELF-.. LIKE 17 WHE ALIVE, WATTING 
72 SWALLOW ME! YOU CAN FEEL Mi, 700! 1 KNOW. 

YOU DOL YOO DO. DONT YOU? 


WOT FOR AWHILE / THE BOYS ARE NV ZHATO SHOULDNT WE TRKE THE 
BECAUSE RACE WAS ARRESTED FOR BEPT-\ \ CHOPPER AND GET 70 THEM 


DING THE HELL OUT OF PEDERO RODRIGUEZ. RIGHT AWAY? 
SANTO! DUKE AND YAX WENT ALONG 70 Wo Goob! 
ACT AS HIS DEFENSE! [ SHUDDER 70 THINK How) WHEN SAN JO 4 
THAT TRIAL 1S TURNING OUT? POOR KACE.” ENOED THE FOB, \\ AT LEAST SANTO HAD THE DECENCY 70 LEAVE 
HE T0OK AWAY |) THESE POOR PEOPLE ALONE. 
All HS TOYS; 
70Of 
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ANOTHER DAY PASSED AND THE BOYS STIl HAVENT RETURND, Popatist | BIER PEE 
AND SANTO HASNT YET LOMERED THE BIG CWE ON US, ALLDAY 

20M RENA AND TSE TSE UWdoRe VITA THE WATIWES WHILE T 

LIE HERE WAITING 70 LOOK LikE A HOPI BEING AGAIN. 


HURRY, MARGARET L YOUVE 
GOT 70 SLE THISS 


Ut HAVE TO COVER 
MY FACE! WeulDnT 
WMA SCARE 


WOW! UWAT ARE 
THEY DOING @ 7-7 THEY CALL IT DRIFT YEAR KIND 
OF LIKE PLM SOUTH FOR THE 


WINTER! OMLY THIS HAPPENS. 
ONCE EVERY TEN 


V Wark waows ? 
WHAT ODT SAY? 
SLPS, TELL 
ME! 








 aROMBOLO IS THEIR GOD CF HOPE. THE LEGEND SANS THATA 
7HOUSAND YEARS AGO, HE CAME DOWN 70 RID THE LAWD OF All 
| SAD THINGS GOING ON, AND IF HE EVER HAD 70 COME BAK, 
HEY WOULD SURELY PERISH, SO THEY THOUGHT YOU WERE 
M4 RETURNING TO WASTE THE,” 














op ‘ TEEN AND SERVING PPS.) [SHE AGREED, AND (51K MONTHS 
RETURN, POY BLISTERS FUMBLES, YOR HARD 7 BECAME A PRO! AND GK, WAS 
DUAPPEARED ALD | URE OL. GOING To THE MATCHES. MY FRUOKITE \ HOT! 1 WOW EVERY ONE OF MY 
- WHS THE WOMEN'S CHAMPION, TIGER ROSA, \ \MATCHES AND WAS MAIMED ROO- 
PLEASE, RENAE 4s NY fe 5 

on hay ee eae naar NY DOr de Gar a FOLLOW HER EVERYWHERE SHED GRAPPLE, | \ KIE OF THE YEAR, 1 WAS TEARIMS 
YOUR WRESTLING CAREER! 17, 07 SELWG YOURE A IN, 1 STARTED DREAMIN ABOUT US AS \ \ Ale THE OLD LOUDIMGUTS APERT. 

AND THEN LIKE, WHAT TAG TEAM PARTIVERS.. THAT WPS WHEW T 

HAPPENED AFTER 


—_, 

Wa 
A 4 NOBODY WASNT ALLOWED 70 sHp07 FOR 
A SCAM WHEN TIGER FINALLY ASKED 7H WORLD T77LE / BUT THAT DINE: STOP ME 
IME T0 BE HER PARTNER. THE COW 1 HAD 70 TAKE ON ALL THE BUGGIES BEFORE 
RACTS FINE PRINT SAUD / COULD / COD GET MY HANDS ON TIGER. FIRS, 7 
ONLY WRESTLE ALONESIDE HER 5 x ADE FORMER CHAMP BAD MONTAVA JANE 

A Fle YEAR / WASTED 14 TA- Y RSS ‘ EAT SHUT, THEW / BEAT THE STHIE CHAMP 
YNE BY AS TIGER Took > AWN AUSTIN, [75 700 BAD BECAUSE SHE UMS 
GLORY, 5E&, BEING CHAMP, = AWN A GOOD FRIEND, FINALLY, (04ADE THE NA 

SHE HAD A LOT OF MOMEY POWER, ) TIONAL CHAMPION, FAT, OLD MARIA BRAVO 
ENOUGH 70 KEEP ME OUT OF THE LEAD FOR MERCY. GtRly | WAS ON FIRE! 
SPOTUGHT, SHE KMEW ( WAS STAR 
| MATERIAL, AND SHE A150 KNEW 


 ScMEMOW GOT TERMINATED, AND 
7 WAS READY To DESTROY HER, 
UT, AS ALWAYS THERE WAS A CAT 


50 FINALLY WHEN | GOT A CHANCE AT THE WORLD TITLE, ROSA NEVER KNEW WHAT HU HER. (T 
700K A LONG TIME, BUT 17 WHS WORTH 17, / WAS Note QUEEN REWA OF THE LADY WRESTLERS. 
| AW BEING CHAMP WAS FUN. CHALLEVGLRS CAME MW Alt FORIIS, (19 BICGIES WERE AGAINST 
AD MLA, SULTRY S/RENA, THE BLACK witli, WHO eWMASKED, AND KITTY KATZ, THE HOT NEW- 
COMER 1 WAS SUPPOSED TO WATCH OUT FOR. HEll, IT LASTED FE MINUTES. | WHIPPED E#9 lL! 


WORE /WVINCIBLE f FOR TEN YEARS NOBODY 
lb BEAT MEL VERY FEW EVEN CAME 
CLOSE. J WAS GETTING BOKED. 
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"<0 THEN J DECIDED To DOTAG\ VP THAT ONE DAY, TEN YEARS AGD MW NEW KEDPS, /7 WAS THE \ | 1 REMEMBER THAT DAY, J Saw TZ HAL 
7EAMING AGAMY. MY PARTMER\ \ VERY FIRST WRESTLING MORTEH TELEVISED VIA SATELLITE. 

17 WAS SHOWN WY THIRTY DIFFERENT COUNTRIES PROD 

THE WORLD. TARZAN GOVENDER CALLEDIT, THE MATOM OF 

THE CENTURY. (7 WAS WILD...” 


WAS A NEWCOMER WAMED 
VICK/ GLOR/. AND SURE 

| ENOUGH, WE RIPPED AND 
OUCKLY BECAME THE NEW 
WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPS. 


VICIOUS HOGG S/STERS. I 
WAS WW TROUBLE. BOTH 

THOSE FAT BITCHES WERE 
STOMPING THE SHIT OF OF 
ME. LCKIED AND CRIED OUT 
AOR HELP FROM Vick), BUT 
WHEN L LOCKED UB / SAW. 
HER STARING AT ME BACK 
Wi AWAY SHAKING HER 


\NIVED, AND LOST OUR BELTS 
70 THOSE ELEPHANTS, VICK/ 
CAME BACK 70 THE RING 70 


OUT OF THE ING. (it NEVER 
KNOW WHY SHE EVER DID 
7HAT, BUT FROM THEN OW, 
wele BEEN GREAT ENEINES) 
| Se TRIED 70S TEAL MY T7E| 
SEVERAL TIMES, AND SEVERAL 
TIMES SHE ALMOST LID. BUT 
Wer BY WRESTLING ALONE. 
SHE BEGAN 70 USE Hulett 
MEANS 70 PREVAIL. 1 MEAN, 
SHE WAS DIRTY, SHE KICKED 
Pune, GAUGED, CHOkED, 
PUMED HAIR, ANYTHING 70 
WIN, SHE BECAME MERCILESS, 


BUT AS ALWAYS } CAME Be 
AT THE END 70 WHIP THE BUNS 
aE MER. UNTIL ONE DAY. 


OH OH! VICK 
HAS RENA iN REAL 
TROUBLE Now, 


SHE USED THE ROPES... 
SHE USED 7 DAMON 


ROPES! SHE. 
USED TH 


Taw 17 aN TV! 

/ KEMEMIBER, 17 \ YOURE A LITILe KID! AND TV 
WAE 11 BIRTH | DONT SHOW WHAT REALLY 
AY! HAD TOT | / 

TURNED ELGHT ! 


eS WE Hid A DEAE REF! SHE 


ARE YOU KIDDING 8 I WAS KIDIVAPPED FROM MY 
00/4 AND TAKEN 70 WAR TORN ZYMBODIA! THEY 
LOVED MY WRESTLING 50 MUCH THAT THE DICK 


LATER TURNED ON THe¢9 AND TONED THe BLACK 
FIST LIBERATION ARMY! 7 Whps /TEHING 10 GET 
BACK 70 THE RING, BUT 1 WAS TUST 100 BUSY / 


7O0N BECAIBE YU 
TURNED YELLOW! 


" 7HEW THATS WHEN J MET 
CAPTAIN BERNIE CARBO! 
WE WERE GOING 70 RULE 


HIS SATURN STHMETTO, BU 
WHEN HE SHIP WAS LOST, 
1 THOUGHT 17 WAS Alt WER. 
You kW, THERES NEVER 
SEEN ANYONE S/WCE. 











DAY 39 


THE DAYS ROLL ONAS WE 
“SIT HERE WAITING FOR 
THE BOYS T0 RETIRNV. 7O- 
DAY IT RHINED LIKE RAZ, 
BLT RENA WAS STILL OUT 
THERE LOOKING OVER THAT 
STOP SHOP | HofE SHE 
DOESNT GO NUTS UKE 
VERY BODY ELSE, THIS 1S 
PROBABLY THE LAST LE 
TER YOUU. GET FRUA IE 
BEFORE | GET HOME CF 2) 
DM LUKY 70 LTT OUT 
BECAUSE SOV GUIS CANE 
7D SEE /F THERE WAS ANY 
THING LEFT OF SAN OSA 
ONE GUY FELT SORRY POR 
US AND WAS NICE ENOUGH 
To HAIL IT FOR HE. KINDA 
LOOKED LIKE FRANKENSTENN, 





CHWS, WHAT A GET WHERE / COME FROM, THE WLLAGE 5 
POR THE OUITA BOARD OR A GHOST THEY CALL THE DAMACHER!) 
ASEAWCE OR SONETHMG J SPOOKY STORIES, | MEAN "THE WALKING WIDOW." SOME 
HERGIRET? \\ call HR CA 
WHY NOT LE 


AND HER HAIR AND SKIN BE Sou | (HER TEETH ARE GREEN AND BIG LIKE\ \ SHE GOES/N THE GAR AND SM, "iD 
WAI TELANDHER HAIR GO ALL OVER) \ A TIGER! AND HERFINGERS BE You Sté MY BOVES ?” AND THEY SAY, 
THE PLACE! AND HER EVES GO POP \ | LONG AND RED / AND "No!" THEN SHE GO KWOEK ON THE 
OP OUT OF HER CHEEKS | AND 200 AMD FAY, “DMD You See MY 


WELL, TOMORROW RENAS 


FINALLY GONG DOWN INTO FY 


THE SHTURN STIMETIO 70 
CLEAR ALL OUR SUSPICIONS 
OF THe DAMN THING. WELL, 
TOME HAS RUN OUT POR THIS 
LETER. | HOPE | SEE YO 
AGAIN, HOPED. 
LOVE Yel, 
MAGGIE 
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| ONES? "AND THEY SAY, NO! “AD 


“‘* 
WHATS THE MATER, \ ec Hee Hee Hee YA HAA 


i 


AW) EVERY WIGHT SHE WALKS 
OW THE STREET LOCKING FOR 
HER BONES! AND SHE DRESS 
ALL IN BLACK . 
736 TSEL 
SOP! 1 GE 700 
SCARED! PLEASE) 





S 


Mh 


LT] 


lf 
Hy 


Wy Mf 
< 


\ 





AND 122, 7 BROUGHT THE MASK YOU WANTED SD 
YOU CAN Do SOMME OF THAT WEIRD MAGIC YOURE 
ALWAYS CLAWMING YoU DO! | HOPE YU DONT 
UNO IF 7 GOT ONE AS CLOSE 7o Your LikMESS 
AS POSS/BLEL, 


YESSIREE, AWD SHES TAVYER THA 
LVER, BOYS MD GIRLS! BALK FRO 
THE FAR CORNEAS OF THE GLOBE, 

BERRING GIFTS FOR THE NEEDY! 


Li a > Be 


WOM, TELL US ABOUT YOUR 
ADVENTURE! YOUR LAST 


FROM THE DEEPEST TOUGLES OF THE 
WORLD To THE FILTHIEST PUBS IN ZHATO, 
/ HAVE FOUND THE THREE TRUE SECRETS) 
OF LUE? FIRST, / POUWD THE SECRET FOR 
fAKING BURRITOS WITH STRAW AND MUD, 
HANKS, BUD» ANDLIESEN un NEVER Pay, 
THE FURST PRICE. ALIS BEAT 17 DOW 


AND THE THIRD in? 


ALURYS REMELIBER TO TAKE 
PLENTY OF TOULET PREER WHEN 
YoU TAKE A TRIP INTO THETUNE 

OM, HOPEEEY , 173 50 GOOD 70 


GRACIOUS, MARGIE! 
YOU WERE GONE FOR 

50 LOMG! 7eéti US All 
ABOUT YOUR TRIP! 


HEY, PAG! YOU 
WANWA TATOO, 700? 


LETIER LEFF US HANGING, 


‘AND / GOT TERRY 
A BU6,BUs BOUL Fm 
HU PUK HER LETS OR 
(1 WOW! SHE HATES MY 

GUE AWYURSS 


ON; GD. 1 DONT 
THINK he EVER FORGET 
THOSE LAST DAYS AS 
LONG AS) LIVE! 


Writ 





WZ 


SOMETHING EVIL ? 


BUT WHAT IF SOPRETHING 
LS STIL DOWN THERE? LIKE, 

= 
<<, 


DONT WORRY! 
41 WEED YOUR 
Hele, Ut HOLLER 


NTE OL RAbiol, 


YOU WIMMINS 15 
CRAZY! TOROMBOD 
GET YOU BUT GOOD! 


THE SHIP! BYE, Mos) 
DONT WHIT UP Teo 


“SHIT, DUKE! YOU HAD To OPEN YOUR BiG 
Wow, MARGARET! 
WEVE ALREADY GONE 
THROUGH THIS BEFOREL 
WERE JUST GOING TO MAKE 
SURE THIS OLD EYE SORE 
REALLY 15 DEAD! 


FUCKING MIOUTH 4 / WOULD HAVE BEEN OUT 
BY NOW! BUZ NO00m YOU HAD TOTRKE MY 
CASE TOA HIGHER COURT! 04, 1 DESERVE 
AUCH BETIER 1» SHEET ow WHAT THE Mlk 
GAVE You 7HE /0EA YOUR MECHANIC 
M AWOW-HOW WOULD MAKE YOu A 
G00d LAWYER ANYWAY ? 








YOO KICK PEDERDS His, EH? BOY, VV ves 
GOA GET Hit OT! SAN JO JUST 


YoU REALLY GONNA BE FAYIOUS Nou) EH? 


THATS RIGHT! 1 GOT IT RIGHT 


PROP) (ul)sAN JO HUDSELFS vest 
PROTECT STILLETTO 15 NO LONGER! 


YaXt/ kWOWS 7 KINDA SCREWED 
PLAN NEIN (5 NOWW EFFECTS, 


THINGS UP FOR RACE WN THERE, BUT WE 
(MAY 20 SCATETHING FOOUSH, 


HAH! DONT WORRY FeO EH, SAV ID 
GOT A HEART! MAYBE HE LET YoU Fi 
MIS VIBRATOR, EH? THEN He LET YOU 

OFF IN SAY, TWENTY YEARS? 


WONbERFuLL 
THEN MAYBE LGN 
PUR THINGS IW THE OID 

FOLKS HOMME WHEN 





LAMEW ITE 1 kNVEW IT? RENAS BEEN 
GONE 700 LONG, 50 SHES NOT COMING 
BAK TIME STILETTO SUMLLOWED HER, 
TBE TSES 1 TOLD HER NOT 70 GO ouly 
THERE! 1 TOLD HER. 
“S70? CRYING, 
MARGARET 





HL, (OXH) THERE AW) 
WOTHING DOWN THERE! 
Goocy, oun )7HE SATIRN 
STILLETIO (8 JOST ONE 

DEAD PAIN (N TREASS/ 





= 


> 


\ 


"OW, SURE, f FOUND A FEW THINGS! Lik, 
/ POW) THAT RACE WAS RIGHT ABOUT Ak 
|THE PYTO DESTROYED BY THE SEA 


= ors 





PLEASE EXCUSE THE 
ORAUTIS, GIRLS ! THE | 
OLD GRAY MARE, SHE AUNT 


WHAT She L5tD TOBE / 
"/ EVEN RAN INTO A FEW CLD FRIENDS bt 


"WW FACT, THE WHOLE SHIP WAS FLOODED IW 
ONE PLACE OR ANOTHER! MAY Tires 1b _\ | NOWHERE IN THE SHIP COULD / FIND BERNIE 
COME ACROSS GROUPS OF DINOSAURS THAT | \ CAREOS BODY. FORTUNATE L: 
HOSE 70 USE THE STILLETTO AS THEIR MOPME! 
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"AT RST T ALHWOST WANTED THAT SHIP 7D 
SWALLOW ME UP BUT, YOU KWo) THE DEEP- 
ER L WENT DOWN (N70 IT, THE MORE T GOT | 
\ZHE FEELING | WAS THE ONLY THREAT IN 
7He WHOLE LAPIN THING. 1 SON REALIZED] 
HAD ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO FEAR» 


YOU GOING #/ 


= 


"THEN / KNEW /T WAS TIME 70 LEAVE WHEN 
7 ACLIDENTLY OPENED THE WRONG HATCHL 
WHATEVER WAS DOWN THERE 15 Nol’ PART 
OF THE WORLDS LARGEST AGUARIO1! HELL, 
THERE NEVER WHS ANY (IQNSTER DOLUN 
THERE,” 








7 YOU REMEMBER VME, KIK/ © THATS RIGHT, NAY (FACT, 114 50 GLAD YOURE SAFE THAT 
9 PENNY, You REMEMBER, THE BROAD You ™ \ (ht GONNA FORGET ALL ABOUT THAT MUTINY. 
VIDE FRIENDS WT ONE MINUTE AND MADE WHAT SAY You AND ME BE FRIENDS AGAIN, 
WALK THE PLANK THE NEXT! 1 Sé& YOU GOT AWAY) HAH, k1 41? No HARD 
SAFELY FROM THAT SEA SERPENT. (14 50 GLAD FEELINGS 2 
FOR YOu, KIKIS 


YOU OWED ME ONE! 
OK, BOYS! 173 All 
7 


KGa) 
YOU Re 
SPER 
VER (Me 


a 


s . 1 HOPE. 7 
SHHH», REGAK, RACE! \ YOU GUYS ARE CRALY, Wt WV DEEPER TROUS 
WELL HAVE YoU OUT OF \ YoU KNOW THAT? A] THAN El I) 
TMERE WA FLASH L 7 
hg F 7 
‘2 Y 





i 


= Hh: 


LUCKY L ALREADY 
CLEANED OUT MR. 
RACES HOT! 


YEAH, QUIET! 
YOU WANA WAKE 
EVERYBODY UP? 
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18 THIS NOT FUN, MARGARET © Now THAT 
YoU THD ME THOSE 816 BOMBS ARE NOT 
TOROMMBOLO, J NT bE SCARED WO MORE!) 


WELL, START! TH/S 
1S WORSE/ 


775 GOMA BE THE 
3008! AMD TUT IH) 
ME, 700! GRAB 
Ml THE SIU / 


DAMN YOU SAN TO / 

Jt GET YoU FoR THIS ¢ 7 

(1 EVER GET OUT Of | SAN JO BIGGEKN 
THE ONE, 1M COMING | ToRO/IBOLO, HOH? 


GRAB OW! WE CANT 
2AWD THIS THING ! Apld 


WHERE TYE HELL 
4S MARGIEEEY/ 


\he 
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THATS THE 
Dy SF COMICS ARE 


CULE OF / 


“tz, EEK! SOMEBODY 


Hi TURN THE PAGE ! Yow 





DOWN IT WENT, DOWN 


THAT PAST MONTH, All 
FIT, (7 WAS KINDA 


7 
iit 


WE FINALLY REACHED THE OUTSKIRTS OF ZHATO WHEN SOME SOLDIERS TOOK AWAY OUR CHOPPER AND WE HAD 70 WALK. AFTER A WHYLE 
WE REACHED THE TOUW ONLY 70 FIND IT A FUCKING WRECK. PEOPLE WERE RUNNING ALL OVER THE PLACE LAUGHING, CRYING, LOOTING 
| OANING, FYGHTING, UHATEVER THEY COULD THINK OF: / GUESS IT WAS UR. PENNY DIDNT CARE, RENA LOVED IT ANDT WAS SCARED OUT) 
OF HY SHUT. IT WAS KIND OF EXCITING, THOUGH, WHEN WE SAW THE BRING DOWN THE STATUE OF SAN JO THEY HAO IN A. 





DOCUPIENTS, 50 ACCORDING 10 LAW, YOU AWD 
YOUR COLLEAGUES CANNOT BE AIO UNTIL HE) 
18 LOCATED, Biy YOULL BE HAPPY 70 HEAR 
YOUR SENTENCE HAS BEEN COMMUTED. 
SINCE WE CANNOT LOCATE THE PLAINTIFFS 

WE CANNOT HWE A CASE! CONGRAD- 
LATIONS, MR. RACES 








[50 ALL ALONG THE PEOPLE OF ZYMBObIA 

| ALANWED 70 DESTROY THER SELF APPOINTED) 
LEADER. AND REWA, WHO THEY CALL 1A 
7ONA; WAS BEHIND THE WHOLE THING. wil 
A WOCIAN. SHE SHOUS JHE PEOPLE How 70 
THINK FREE THEN MOVES ON, WILD. 


WE LEFT TSE 73E AT THE ORPHANAGE IN EL 
PICASON, WHERE SHE LIVES WHI TWENTY | 
OTHER kiDS, 1 PROMISED 70 G0 BACK AND 


173 ROSA COLORES ARKIAGA SANUELOS. I 
PROMISED TSE TSE 10 WRITE HER, SN 





S S71kl HAVE SOME UNFIVLHED 
SOSNESS HERE (1) ZHETO, THEN 1/4 
GONG 72 (MANO ViETOL 


THE PLANE WILL TAKE You 
STRAIGHT 10 HUMEH AIRPORT 
0 TURO / THEN YOURE HOME 


THANKS, RENWAL 


HERE UNLL YO” 





CAPTAIN BER ME 
S CARBO! 


U3 KNB WEIRD, YkHOW? 
AT FIRST, RACE WAS KIND OF 
KE A GOD OR 1006 WHEN T 


LKWOW! [ 
LOVE You GUIS, 
TOOL 


NX 


WHE SHE KNEW ALL ALONG / WAS VICK/ 
GLORIES MICE LL GUESS Yoo TUT CANT 
Fo0L RENA TITANOW! ( HOPE ] SEE HER 


EXACTLY ! AND BY MY EXPER- 
VENCES | REALIZED THAT ALL 
THESE GODS [ CAME ACROSS 
WERE JUST FLESW L1KE ME, 
OR WERE TST FLAT OUT 
FEARS TO LECH UTA. 


SHE SOUNDS 
LUE SO%ME KIND 


E/THER GOOD OR BAL 1N /1¥ 
MD 


YEAH, KINDA! AND SAN Jo, THE 
SATURN STULETIO, THE LIZARD, 
EVEN PENNY Ale LIKE TORO/4- 

ca ated KiN0A UKE GODS, 


41 OONT KNOW! IN MY 
HIND (7 Was KDA LIKE THE 
DAY THE GO0S CAPE DOWN 
AND DESTROYED EACH 
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esses S 


Nye ons FES SEL 
ERRATA aco 
STIGMATA-- 

















PLOT GERM: 
MARIO 
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 
“BERT 


RADIO ZERO KNEW... RIGHT AFTER HE 

LEFT, OUR SONG PLAYED OVER THE 

AIR AND 1T SKIPPED ON THE BEST 
PART... / DON'T NEED HIM... NOPE... 


SO NEVER 
SEEN AIS FACE 
LIKE THAT 
BEFORE... 


4 YEAH, OK sol 


HAVE THIS LITTLE 
PROBLEM... ff 


1 oA HIM IT Goes 
AWAY AFTER AWHILE, 


THE PACKING HOUSE 
TOO... 1 GUESS 
BLOODY LETTUCE 
/SN'T MUCH OF A 
DELICACY THESE 
DAYS, HUH? 


HAR HAR 


THASSA 
WJOKE-~ 


GoD, 17's 


SO EMBARRASSING ... 


WELL, HES GONE 
FOR GOOD 
NOW... 





WHAT TIME 18 IT 
ANYWAY ..2 











7 
iD 
p/ Y 

Y 


ze 


DD 
ee 
\ aes _ 


V/A 





GET ouT- 
HEY. HEY, GIRL 
Don YOU EVER 
COME AROUND 
HERE AGAIN 


THE CITY OFFERED 
NO CARS OR 
TELEVISION ~ 
ONLY THE EVER 
BROADCASTING 
RADIO ZERO 
FILLING THE AIR 
WITH ITS, UH, 
DISINGENUOUS 
PROGRAMMING ... 


EXPLOSIONS... YES... THEY'LL 
THEYRE RIOTING NEVER STOP. 
AGAIN, HUM? NO, NEVER. «+ 


ERRATA, COULD YOU TAKE 

THIS UP TO THE LADIES’ 

ROOM ON THE THIRD OK. PRAISE BUDDAH 
FLOOR? THE THIRD, FOR ELEVATORS. 


WHAT ARE 


X YOU GONNA 
TAKE IT UP Lae bo? 


THERE AND. 
JUST LEAVE 
UT IN ONE OF 
THE EMPTY 
STALLS... 


GET THE HELL OUT OF HERE 


AND DON'T COME BACK -- 
UNDERSTAND? 
MAKE DAMN SURE YOU 
NEVER COME BACK 
HERE... GET OUT-- 


THUS, MAN'S 


Bumsvir FoR 
Y 
<-AND THEN VELENTIA \. DIVERSION 
SEr FIRE To A 
SCHNABEL ORIGINAL, 
THAT NAUGHTY 
DARLING -- 


ARE You TIRED, 
SWEETHEART? 
WOULD YOU 

LIKE TO REST? 


HUH? OH, 
NAW, 17 ALC RIGHT. 
SO, DELIVERING 
80MBS TO THE 
EMBASSY, EH, 
BUBBLES? 
HA HAY THASSA 


V'VE BUSINESS 
TO ATTEND TO. MEET 
(IE IN THE LOBBY ON 
THE SECOND FLOOR 
WHEN YOU'RE 
THROUGH. THE.. 


ATTENTION TO 
MUCH OF ANY- 
THING ANYMORE, 

-- | LOVE YOU SO 
MUCH, QUERIDA. 





LADIES’ ROOM... 
THIRD FLOOR... 


VERBATIM 
eT 
LITER- 


[T'S NOT LIKE 1 DIDN'T TELL 

HIM... HE KNEW ABOUT MY 

PROBLEM ...HE SAID HE UNDER- 
STOOD... / WASN'T A FREAKO, 
7 WAS SPECIAL, HE SAID... 


i) 





YOU KNOW, | SHOULD HAVE 
SAID. “YOU CAN'T TALK TOME 


LIKE ME LikE THAT AND 
HOCKED A LOOGY AT HiM.-- 


AS forYOU, MS. 
ERRATA STIGMATA 
HERSELF... YecH. 


BUT ONCE HE SAW IT 
HAPPEN, BOY, WAS THAT 

A DIFFERENT STORY- 
SLIKE | WAS SOME SORT 

OF... OF... SNIFF? 


Tyisit. TAKE 
CARE of THOSE WOUNDS 


SAY, THIS 15 THE 
STRANGEST PUBLIC 
LADIES’ ROOM I'VE 
EVER SEEN. 
MS CLEANS 


HE pion'T HAVE Have - HAVE 
To Say THOSE THINGS ... 
Swoor- 
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CT 






































WELL, /’M SURE AS ] H 
| ME VOICE 


SHIT AIN‘T GOING 
BACK IN THERES v WAS LOW 
2 >) LIKE THAT 
Nee WAS b 6 | ANNOUNCERS 
on, 
NOTHING IMPORTANT * WASON Te 
IN THAT CHEAP OL | RADIO SHOW 
PURSE ANYWAY, BUBBLES’ 
DAD USED TO 


EXCEPT, MAYBE D 
BusBLES GRADU- LISTEN TO.. 
ATION PICTURE-2 ! 
AND JUST 
WHAT WAS | 
| THAT THING 
STICKING IN 
ERRATA’S 
BACK, ANY- 
WAY..? 


ESS 

SHE LEFT THE BUILDING 

r pee SS ANO WALKED SEVERAL BLOCKS 
UNLESS YOU WISH sal | WITHOUT ONCE LOOKING BACK:~ 
TO JOIN HER, YOU if 

WiLL WAlk STRAIGHT 

FOR THE ELEVATOR 

AND PROCEED TO 

LEAVE THE PREI1SES 

/MMEDIATLY. 


Do You 
UNDERSTAND? 


= 


ERRATA NEVER 
CONSIDERED 


st THING THAT ERRATA DIDN'T 2 
ERRATAS HEAD WAS READY TO 


Wy pe Heeeeicn canes. NN OT io te ees 
| 


} 
We 
! 


| 
ACCEPT JUST ABOUT ANYTHING 
+ ALMOST. 


THE EMBASSY 
WENT UP LIKE 
CELLOPHANE IN 
A VOLCANO... 
SOME PEOPLE 
CHEERED -- 
SOME PEOPLE 
WEPT-- 

SOME OION'T 
GIVE A SHIT-- 





THIS WAS THE CITY AT ITS CITIEST... THE /TINERANT RIOTING, TODAY ERRATA WOULD (INDEED ATTEMPT TO. 
THOSE EXPRESSIONISTIC EXPLOSIONS, FORLORN SOULS PANICKING || ALTER THE EFFECTS OF PRESUMED 

FOR AGRIP ON SOMETHING, ANYTHING ... ANDOF COURSE, RADIO PREVAILING FORMULA 

RADIO ZERO. VERY MUCH LIKE HER 7 

OWN PROBLEM; ERRATA BELIEVED oe Fa AE 

THIS CONDITION WAS THE WAY IT oO) 2 UNTIL THING EOE 

WAS! THE JRREVOCABLE 200 ToDAY. ‘PACKAGE LADY... SHE- 

NATURE OF THINGS 2 

SerTyt 


THANK YOU 
) VERY MUCH... 





MOTHER? 





THE STRAINS OF JAMES 
BROWN GETTING FUNKY 
(N & ROOM NEARBY EASED 




































































































































































BuT THE FATES 
THE SITUATION, ERRATA WAS HAD OTHER PLANS 
CONVINCED SHE WAS A GONER .-» FOR OUR DARLING 
PROTAGONIST-~- 


CONSIDERING THE SOBRIETY OF 








YOU SADISTS OUT THERE'LL BE HAPPY TO KNOW 
THAT THIS 4S NOTHING COMPARED TO THE SHIT 
ERRATA HAS AND WiLL CONTINUE TO PUT UP 
WITH IN HER BRIEF LIFETIME... 


SINCE | WAS A BABY, AND (TIS EVIDENT SHE SUFFERS 
FROM ALL (DICTIONARY ) DEFINITIONS OF STIGMA 
(PL. STIGMATA) ALMOST LITERALLY. WELL, 

GOD, ANYONE CAN SEE THAT HER LIPSTICK 

1S TEN YEARS OUT OF DATE... 


ERRATA... /T'S 
BEEN 50 LONG. WHAT'VE / 00, 
YOU BEEN UP TO, HUH? HOW I’ GONNA 
THIS 1S 50... 


ye, 


om. 


SZ 


DON’T WORRY 
ABOUT HER-~ SHE 
NEVER COMES 
HOME ANYMORE. 
WELL BE 


DON'T WANNA 
“peice” | yaie widows 


You oe BUBBLES 
WANTED -- 1S DEAD! 


VELENTIA Ws --LIKE CELLOPHANE /N A VOLCANO, 


KNOW, (KNOWS "4 NOT 
SURPRISED Y SHE WAS ALWAYS 
FUCKING AROUND ON THE WRONG 
SIDE OF THE RIOTS/ / TOLD HER 


“ty 


SHE NEVER 
LISTENED - 
To ME, 


NO, 
SHE~ 


(NG EQUAL TIME, RELAX: 
-- SHE BOASTS THE 
CONSTITUTION OF 

A SOVIET ZULU 
“V" CLASS BALLISTIC 
CUSSILE SUB~ 
MARINE. .~ 


VELENTIA -- BUBBLES. 
1S DEAD! DION'T YOU HEAR 
ABOUT THE EMBASSY GOING 
UP LIKE CELLOPHANE IN 
A VOLCANO ?S 


SHE LOVED 
you, 





DID ERRATA STIGMATA 


OK...EDWINA.../2L TELL HEY, YOU STILL OWE ME SiX 

BUBBLES’ MOM... EDWINALL } BUCKS, ERRATA! WHEN ARE CATCH A WHIFF OF SULPHUR 

CARE... SHE'LL MAKE YOU GONNA PAY ME BACK, DRIFTING FROM THE 
NEXT ROOM ~-? 


SOME SENSE OUT OF HUH? You NEVER WILL, | 
ALL THIS... KNOW YOU-- 


TN 
me 
IE SHE HAD, | 

SHE WASN'T 

SAYING - 


“SHE ALWAYS TALKED OF THE 
REVOLUTION, OF THE B/G, 8G 
THE RIOTS ARE GETTING) | CHANGES NEEDED, BUT... BUT 
BIGGER... ANO BECOMING MORE ERNVGES ARO RU oe 
FREQUENT--/ GUESS BLOWING Rape DUT i setae tee 
UP THE EMBASSY GOT THE BALL ee 
REALLY ROLLING. WE tL SEE 
WHETHER THAT'S G0OO OR BAD, 
SOON ENOUGH... 


ERRATA WASN'T TOO SUPRISED 


DEBATING ON WHETHER SHE 
SHOULD TURN HERSELF IN OR TO SEE BUBBLES’ MOTHER 
GRAB A SPATULA AND JOIN THE TMOULOING IW TNE 
FUN, ERRATA BECAME /NCREAS- PASSING PIELEE-- 
INGLY DISTURBED WITH BUBBLES" 
te 2 % 
‘SIGH=- HANIN’ A 


| SURPRISING CHANGE OF VIS/ON... 


~My BUBBLES 
WovionT HuRT A 


J MEAN... 1 MEAN, SHIT, BUBBLES 
18 DEAD. MY MAN'S GONE. 
VELENTIA'S GONE GOOFY 
AND GOP KNOWS WHAT 

VAL Pon? 








ERRATA WAS TOUGH, V Swe was cA 


REALLY. SHE WAS A 

816 GIRL, YES, BUT, 

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH, 
Y'know..? 


LET BE.. 


PABLE OF 


BAWLING FOR HOURS, /F 


\ 


wanuuanens I 


| WANT & 


- BUBBLES... 


DUH SLURP... 
OU AN Waal 


IT 11'S NOTHING, REALY --- 

[-SNiFF “1 Just piss€D 

OFF -- SNIFF THAT'S ALL: 
REALLY 


1 dust GET 
Sick OF ~SNIFF- 
EVERYTHING 
S-SOMETIMES -~ 


~. TOO BAD ABour BUBBLES -- THAT 
PACKAGE SHE CHOSE WAS A DUD AND 
DIDNT PREVENT THE OBLITERATION 
oF THE EMBASSY AS 
‘SHE HAD HOPED. 
ANY TISSUE WELL, SHE 
OR ANYTHING. .? * 
TRIED - 
SOMETHING ..- 


IVE USED UP ALL 
MY BANDAGES . 


HEY... 

J THOUGHT ¢ 
Pad LOST THIS 
MONTHS AGO- 

WHOA 


AWARE OF THAT FACT, AND SIX 
WEEKS LATER (ON HER TWENTY- 


(A: 
SEVENTH BIRTHDAY), L. \) 
FOUR HOUR RIOT /N ee, ANS 


CELEBRATION... 


ERRATA DID EVENTUALLY BECOME C) 


YOUR PURSE. 
YOU LEFT IT BEHIND. 
IN THE LADIES’ 


He 
THANK YOU-- 
fo 


OF COURSE, ERRATA WAS MUCH TOO PRE- 
OCCUPIED WITH RE-DISCOVERING THE 
UNIVERSE JN HER PURSE TO REALIZE OF 
BUBBLES’ (AND OF HER OWN) INNOCENCE 
IN THE EMBASSY /NCIDENT... 


[WONDER IF 
THese “E* TICKETS 
ARE STILE ANY 
G000--- 


p2mN D-OD7 


wi IN THE 

CASE OF 

ERRATA 
STIGMATA, 








THERE THEY ARE! THE 
POLARIS APARTMENTS £ 
GO AROUND TO 

THE ALLEY 

WAY, NOWS 


WE WitL HAVE YOU 
SIDE INA FEW 
TS, YOUR H/GH- 
NESS. 
THIS PLACE IS 
(—1 SAFER THAN THE 
HOTELS 


YES, ANO 17'S “LOOKING 
VODORS SEE THAT 7 AT US"! THAT'S ONLY THE 
GUY LOOK/NG 70 US? HANDYMAN! SIT BACKS 


NOTHING , YOUR WELL, WELL. WHATS THIS? NARCS? 
HIGHNESS 1/7 'S ONLY THEY SURE SEEM TO BE INTERESTED 
XED, PRACTICING IN THIS DUMP, DON'T THEY? 

HIS ATROC/OUS 

Y-YES, ENGLISH ¢ 

NO SPEAK 

Too GOODS 

HEHE 


ap JE THE MANAGER'D PAY THE BUCKS 
y IDIOT! You KNOW ANY TYPE OF f HE OWES ME FOR HOOKING UP 
| SCARE CAN SET HIM OFF! KURDIK f THESE CABLES TO THIS DUMMY 
, NEEDS HIM CALM FOR THE MOMENT! J] ROCKET- 
HERE COME OUR FRIENDS | HEY, ZEZBARS DID YOU RENT “COUT 
Bini TO THE F.B.1., OR SOMETHIN’? THERE'S 


A BUNCHA SUITS OUTSIDE SMELLIN’ 
L/KE PORKS. 








WOW! Y KNOW, ZEZBAR, GOOD. HE STILL BELIEVES 56% YOU MAY BE HIS CLO. 
1 OIONT REALIZE YOU HAD (71 TRYING TO GET FREE IN APARTMENT 3 ADVISOR, KURDIK, “SOTHE Ss 
ALL THIS STUFF -- / BET CABLE TELEVISION... IN LOVE WITH ME? (Lt BE 
YOU COULD PICK UP THE 3 ~THEY RE HERES HANDLING MY PART... 
CHINESE THREE STOOGES REMEMBER, NOAL DA, 
- WE MUST DO NOTHING 
7O AROUSE HIS 
AFTER THE SUSPICIONS 
TEST, | CAN 
FINALLY ESCAPE 
THESE IMBECILES 
AND GET BACK 
7O MY OWN 
DIMENSION... 





YOU JUST KEEP THAT "an, NOALDAT KURDIK:] |... HOTEL WHERE THE OUSTED KING MY GOD! /GOT 
VEALOUS MEAD OF YOURS-~ /1Y DEAR FRIENDS, SVEOOR OF MARZIPAN WAS BELIEVED OUT JUST IN TIMEL 
YOUR H/IGHNESS --f THIS COUNTRY (S TO BE IN HIDING. WE ARE NOW WIT- THEYRE. CREMATING 
INSIDE, QUICKLYS INSANEL NESSING ONE OF THE MOST VIOLENT THE HOTEL TRYING 
+ 4 SHOOTOUTS BETWEEN POLICE AND TO SAVE MES 
TERRORISTS SINCE THE SYMBIONESE ~~ 























IT'S ... GOOD TO SEE 
YOU WELL, SVEDOR. THE 
NEWS (SON (N THE 
BEDROOM... 


YOURE OVERWROUGHT, DARLING. SHH! NOT SO LOUD, 
HERE /5 SOME THING FOR YOUR 10107! IF HE HEARS 
NERVES. WE HAVE A COUPLE OF YOU --/ WiLL PER- 
HOURS. TAKE A HOT SHOWER SUALE HiT IN IY 
AND RELAX...» OWN TIME, SO QUIT 
‘ SHOVING (IE 
AROUND S 


HIS HIGHNESS 
S SCREAIINGY 


SoS S| 





~ ie 


SHITTY 
PLUPIBING, 
LD SAY. 
XED, GO 
COMPLAIN: 


~ 
SS 





SX 





peewee 


\\S 


KS 








(A 


“A 








-- WOW THAT WAS THE GNARUEST 72 
HEED BACK. HEY, WHOS IN THE . i ZIZ BAH! NROO 
NEXT ROOM? f YDK [NEZIK 


SOMEONE'S 
BANDED THROUGH 
THE TRANSPORTER, 

BUT THATS IMPOSSIBLEL 
/'VE GOT 7O GET 
TONY OUT OF HEREL 


HEY, WELL, THANKS Vo cariel WI! Y'SEE. SO WHERE'S HOLY SHIT, KATIE! WE GOTTA 
FOR THE BUM'S RUSH, Pie est: | THE MONEY HE GET RIDOFIT, QUICK! ZEZBAR 
ASSHOLES AFRAID I'LL vezgaRss TV. Owes You? I've RENTED ‘COUT TO A BUNCH OF 
RIP HER OFF YA ..? AND, UH-~ CO en NARCS, AND -~ 

SCORED! 





RIP WHO OFF. 

TONY? WHO? 

RIP WHO OFF? 
HUH? WHO? 


4S THIS THE 
MANAGER'S 
APART HENT, 
PLEASE? 














YES, Z1ZB AH... 
S‘MATIER? CAN'T YOU READ SUPRISED TO 
ENGLISH, OR SOME THING? SEE ME? 





Wh, 


STUPID 
AMERICAN 
HUPPIES: 











SAMI! WHAT'S 
ALL THIS? 


A 


— pe 


SCIENCE COMMISSION ? SO, YOU'VE 
SOLD OUT TO THOSE THIEVING HACKS £ 
WHAT ABOUT THE TRANSPORTER? (F 
THEY GET AHOLD OF IT, 14 RUINEDS. 


“fl 


uu 
Ay 


YOU AND YOUR SCIENCE COMMISSION 
CAN GOUUMPS CLUZIAH, 171 NOT 
GOING BACK TO PERFECT /1Y TRANS-, 
PORTER FOR THEM OR YOU OR ANYONE 


THEY HAVE 
OFFERED YOU SOME 


GOOD CONCESSIONS: 


SORRY TO DISAPPOINT YOU, 2/Z- 
BAM. THE COMMISSION FOUND YOU 
GUILTY OF NEGLIGENCE WHEN YOU 
FAILED TO REPORT YOUR DATA ON 
THE TRANSPORTER. THEN WHEN YOU 





KURDIK WILL WANT 
TO KNOW ABOUT THIS... 





DISAPPEARED... 





DO YOU THINK | CREATED /NTER- 


DIMENSIONAL TRAVEL FOR LAUGHS? 
/ KNOW WHAT 1°74 WORTH, CLUZ/AH. 


MONTHS... 
. 17S TAKEN ME 
MONTHS TO BUILD 
THIS CRUDE VERSION 
OF THE TRANSPORTER 
OUT OF THE MOST 
EMBARRASSING OF 
“EQUIPMENT... 


REAL 
GENIUS! 





THEY STARTED THE BALL ROLLING ON AC- 
QUIRING THE RIGHTS TO REPROOUCE /T 
FOR OUR EXPANSION PROJECT. THEY 


WOULD LIKE YOU TO RETURN TO CLARIFY 
SOME OF YOUR RESEARCH PAPERS... 

/ BARELY MANAGED TO MAKE IT HERE 1 
ONE PIECE WITH WHAT LITTLE /NFOR/MA 


-- CLUZ/AHS YOU'RE HAROLY WHAT 
/ EXPECTED FOR A RESCUE... 


THIS ISN*T EXACTLY 
A RESCUE, ZIZBAHL 
“VE BEEN SENT BY THE 
SCIENCE CO/IISSION- 


TION YOU LEFT US... 





a 


HI... PRETTY 
WEIRD DISGUISE... 


WHEN / FIRST TRANSPORTED MYSELF 
HERE (A CLOTHES DRYER 13 NO 
SUBSTITUTE FOR A PROPER RECIEY- 
(NG APPARATUS, BUT IT WORKED...) 
FELT LIKE... LIKE AN EXPLORER, 
A GREAT DISCOVERER, A... 1 CAN'T, 
GO WITH YOU, NOT NOW, NOT... 








WELL... WELL, THE EQUIPMENT 1S 
VERY SOPHISTICATED’ OUR PRE- 
SENCE HERE /TSELF, / THINK, 

WARRENTS (‘NVESTIGATION. 


sof Now You 
SUSPECT C/A 
SATELLITE JAMMERS ~~ 
IN THE MANAGERS 
APARTMENT YET>-£ 


YOUR JOB 1S TO 
GUARD . NOT TO 


YOU! XED Is 
RIGHT. WE'VE 
BOTH BEEN IN- 
VOLVED MORE 

THAN ONCE 

WITH THE 
C/A .-- 


QUIT BEING SO_ GODDAMN 
PARANOID! YOU'D THINK THEY, 


HEY, 171 ON PRO- 
WERE OUTSIDE THE DOOR? OY kepee! 


BATION / / DON'T 
NEED TO BE DEALIN" 
WITH THE HEAT JUST 
ACROSS THE WAYS 


OK,OK. LET ME 
PINCH SOME (ORE 
FROM THiS BATCH. 


! 


HEY, HOT SHOTS 
SEE ANYONE RUN BY 
HERE? FATIGUES? 

GREASY LOOKING? 


-+. AND THOSE BOYS AREN'T 70 BE 
TAKEN LIGHTLY! OK, GET THE LAND 
LEASES TOGETHER FOR Hil1 TO SIGN. 
WERE LEAVING RIGHT AWAY BEFORE 
OUR FRIEND FROM THE HOTEL 
ARRIVES. 








OH-- MY GOD... NOALDA, 
YOU'VE BROKEN MY HEART, 
YOU CUNT S I'VE GOT TO 

GET OUT OF HERE... 








LISTEN , ('LL BE BACK IN 
AWHILE. DON'T MAKE ANY 
MORE BRILLIANT DEALS 

WHILE 11 GONE 


STUFF IT, ASSHOLES 
YOUKNOW / CAN BREAK 
YOU (N HALF. 


WOW? ONE OF THE NARCS /S 
SNEAKIN’ OUT OF THE BACK 
WINDOW! 10 BETTER JET -- 





CON, | JUST 
GOT THE CALL. 
HES UP TWO 

BLOCKS. LETS 
ROLLS 

















OFF L/KE, 

A SHOT! 
WONDER WHO 
THEY WERE 

LOOKING 


THE CIA SIMPLY CANNOT REFUSE 

ME ASYLU(1. THEY OWE ME A LOT 
OF FAVORS. /'VE GOT MORE ON THE/T 
THAN THEY HAVE ON ME... (LL HAVE 


OH, NOL 
SOMEONE 1S 


COMMENDS YOUR POLICE FORCE ON 
THEIR INCOMPETENCE, AS IT WASA 
LAUGHING MATTER ESCAPING THE 
MESS AT THE HOTEL...» 


SLEEP TIGHT, YANKEE JERK. MoscA | 








P 
/'01 GOING TO SET THE TRANSPORTER 


POR YOU, AND...WHAT 1S Atl THIS? 
HEY, UH, (THINK YOU'VE GOT THE 
WRONG ROOM, //STER .. 


HM1? DO ALL THE 
NATIVES BABBLE SO? 


I'VE BEEN WAITING SO LONG 
FOR THIS MOMENT. KILLING 
KING SVEDOR WiLL ASSURE 
ME A PLACE IN HISTORY 

AS A HEROS 


8UT RIDDING OF 
KURDIK AND H/S. 
GANG Wit GIVE 
ME PERSONAL 

SATISFACTION -~ 


LISTEN TOMES 1'14 SURE YOU 
KNOW WHO (Al! / DEMAND 
ASYLUM S / HAVE DIPLOMATIC 
IMMUNITY --L, 





COME ON, NOALOA. | WANT THIS 
SIGNING BUSINESS WER WITHL 
WE ... NOALDAS HE'S GONE --f 





YESUS, A/T | RIPPED -- WHAT THE HELL? WHAT'S 
TONY DOIN’ BACK SO SOON? AND HEADIN’ 
STRAIGHT FOR THE NARCS PLACE’ / NEVER 
KNOW WHAT GOES ON IN THAT JERK'S HEAD -- 








SHUT UP! SHUT UP! ALL You 





Y 
SHUTUP! YOU'VE 


KURDIKS LET ME GO 
FOR HIM £ YOU DON’T 
NEED TO BE FLASHING 
GUNS AROUND? 
LIVES AREN'T 
WORTH SHITS 
7 





YOU STILL THINK 
THERE'S C/A pestis 
2 


\ DOOR? You 





- 
HAVE TO 00/5 GET THE LEASES 
E 


READY! YOUTWO GOTO THE 


ALLEY AND SPUT UP! J’ GOING 


NEXT DOOR! 


DIES EATER 
OF SNAIL 
TRAILS S 








PEOPLE ARE TRYINGTO 











Kill MES 


1/11 GOING TO SEE 
WHAT HAPPENED! 


WAIT! YOU'RE 


NOT LEAVING ME 


THe THE THE NARCS... 
ESO THEY KILLED 
He 





KURDIK-- ALLRIGHT, AL. CAPONE, 
WE SAID WE'D BE BACK. 


SLEEPIN ' OFF SOME LUDES,| 
GH? YOu" 


YES ...BUT NOTBAD! HELP 
1E UP... 


XED AND YOUR 

BROTHER VODOR ARE 
DEAD .-. BUT THEY GOT 
/IOSCA é , S 

FIRST. F ai DON, 
THIS GUY 
4S BLEEDING- 
YOU RADIO /N. 

(lt CHECK 

OUT THAT 
COMMOTION. 


KURDIK, 
As VE AS 7° 





KURDIK, MOSCA'S BODY 
4S INSIDE! THIS WAY 
TO THE CAR 


GO AHEAD 1th 
YOUN YOU LATER. 
“VE GOT SOME UN- 

FINISHED BUSINESS 
WITH HES or aa y 


WELL, (CAN SEE THAT THE MANAGER AND HIS UN- 


FORTUNATE LOOKING FRIEND ARE NOT C/A, OTHER- 


WISE /'D HAVE JOINED VODOR BY NOW... 
4 


AND AS FOR YOU, MY DEAR 
KING SVEDOR OF MARZIPAN, 
THERE 1S THE MATTER OF 
SIGNING SOME /MPORTANT 
LAND LEASES... 


CLUZIA f HELP ME SET UP THE TRANSPORTER. IT 
WiLL TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO WARM UP WITH 
THIS ARCHAIC EQUIPMENT -- f. 


1 GLAD YOU'VE 


A] COME 70 YOUR SENSES! 


WHAT DO WE DO WITH 
THE, UH, NATIVE? 


PUT THE GUN DOWN, 
AND LET'S TALK. YOU 
DON'T WANT TO 
HURT ANYBODY... 





alt TAKE HINGS 
IT wite BE MY PLEA- 
SURE! MOVE INTO 


YOU WON’? BE HURTS, 
NOW MOVES NOWS 


AH, SVEDOR, IT LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE. 
DYING HERE AFTER ALL! OFFICER, DO 
YOU KNOW WHO TH/S 8408 OF DUNG 
HAPPENS TOBE? THE MAN, WHO SIN- 
GLE HANDEDLY SENT 5; 000 PEOPLE 
TO THEIR GRAVES AS HE CELEBRATED 
HIS DAUGHTER'S CONFIRMATIONL 


YOU'LL PAY FOR THIS, 
PIG! /'VE GOT TO MAKE 
MY MOVE -- NOW! 








THAT'S RIGHT! RUN, 
YOU MURDERING 
BASTARD --£ 





COME ON, COWARDS LET'S JOIN 
UP THE FUTER, YOUR FRIENDS iN THE NEXT ROOM! 
NEXT ROO/T-* WE'LL ALL WELCOME THE POLICE THE BANDING SE+, 
> - QUENCE 1S READY S 
GET SET, JUST A 
FEW MORE 
SECONDS -- 








(V 7HE AUX/L/ARIES W/LL 
GIVE USENOUGH 8AND- 
/NG POWER FOR ONE PASS 
ONLY. GET READY TO PASS 
THROUGH TOGETHER. 



















CAN You 
BELIEVE 
THAT SHIT? 







































































SO WHERE THE HELL 
ARE WE, ANY WAY? 






AW, SHIT, / 
DON’T KNOWS 

















WELL, GO READ THE PLAQUE ON THAT 
LANDMARK 2 MAYBE THAT 1L HELP... 





















17S SOME SORT 
OF MONUMENT. 
LET ME SEE. 


” THIS FULL SIZE REPLICA OF THE “POLARIS APARTMENTS“ STANDS 
IN THE EXACT SPOT AS THE ORIGINAL , WHICH WAS DESTROYED 
IN THE GREAT INTER-O/MENSIONAL MIGRATION. 17 HOUSED 

THE FIRST TRANSPORT RECIEVER INVENTED 8Y SCIENTIST 
CLUZIAH, AND STANDS AS AMONUMENT TO HIS MEMORY, 
AND TO THE HUMANS WHO WERE ALL BUT WIPED OUT IN THE 
NAME OF EXPANSION.” 
















SO WHAT THE HELL DOES THAT TELL US? [DADDY ? ARE WE GONNA 
DO YOU KNOW WHERE WE ARE OR NOT? \) i SEE REAL HUMANS /N THE 


HUMAN VILLAGE ? Lt) 
AW 















WHERE THE HELL 
ITISLE 















SO WHERE THE 
HELLARE WE THEN ?£ 





1 DUNNO, SOMEWHERE 
1N CALIFORNIA ... 








Mga A 





ff fi 2 « 
TORY AND ART prio HERNANDEZ ~- LETTERING/CO-SCRIPT BY ‘BERT 


ONe DPY, BANG WoKe UP AND DECIDED SHE 
HAS ve THAN FEDUP WITH THE CURRENT 


STATE oF wHAT WAS PASSING FOR, AHEM, 
“SCIENCE-FICTION ‘- 


IT WAS TIME To D0 APTER AL SHE HAD 
SOMETHING AGOUT IT... TO LIVEN IT 


NOR RAIN, NOR SLEET, 

NOR HANGOVER PLUS -~ 
HELL, IF | DON'T LOSE 
WEIGHT AFTER THIS.-- 


LUGGING AROUND THE DEAD- LAST / REMEMBER, SHE WAS BUT THEN, WORRYING 
LIEST DISEASE KNOWN TO MAN IN SHOVING IE AND THE CARGO OUT ABOUT BANG 15 LIKE 
243 YEARS /SN'T MY IDEA OF OF THE ROCKET AS THAT UGLY FISHING IN A BUCKET. 
A PLEASANT AFTER NOON, BUT KILLIAAK KRUISER CLOSED /N, WITHOUT A 
7 DID VOLUNTEER. ANYTHING UGH, /F THERE'S ANYONE Be eta 
TO GET OT OF RE.. WHO SCARES ME MORE ae 
THAN A KILLIAAK, 17'S OR A 
FIVE KILL/AAKS. BUCKET- 
HOPE BANG CAN 


/ WONDER HANDLE THE/1... 








/ ALMOST DATED 
KILL/AAK ONCE. 


BUT (MY IDEA OF A GOOD T/ME 
ISN'T SUCKING ON BEERSICLES 
WHILE BETTING ON FIGHTING 
SLUGSS MOAN - 


COprRi6HT© 61eeRT HeRNAvoEZ| 1983. 

















WHICH REMINDS ME, IF I' NOT HOME BY 
DINNERTIME, MOTHER'S GOING TO LOCK ME 
OUT OF THE HOUSE AND ILL HAVE TO SLEEP 
IN THE ROCKET TERMINAL TONIGHT-- 






LEAST THAT DUMP HAS 
BETTER MAGAZINES 
THAN | HAVE... 





+ SO / MAY AS WELL 
3 ENJOY THIS BEAUTIFUL 
a SUMMER MORNING 
WHILE / CAN... 
_ga~ err Se (-j 
¥ tee game 
- of - = \' 





114/14. 1 NEVER 
COULD BUILD A HALF- 
ay DECENT 


SNOWMAN... 






<-BUT WHEN IT 
CAME TO KNOCKING 

“EM DOWN... 
100 HOO HA HAAA-~ 


HEY... | DON'T KNOW WHAT 
THEY USED FOR EYEBALLS, BUT 
SURE USE A COUPLE 






auT-- BUT BANG 
GOT RID OF YOUL 


Fs 7 74 
THAT TWERP? WE (ema ~ SHE-SHE WAS ONLY a Ne 
TOOK GOOD CARE OF SHE'S IN A BOX TiEIEEN Te BUG AND WE WON'T 


HER, NO SWEATS SHES FOOD A GOOD HUNDRED MOLEST YOU TOO 
FOR THE FISHIES, FATHOMS UNDER MUCH. 


THE KOVINICK SEAS 


BUT-- BUT 
W- WHAT COULD You 
GUYS WANT WITHA DEAD- 
LY DISEASE? /--/ MEAN 


WOULDN'T A NICE 
LITTLE THREE DAY 
P 
OH, SO YA WANNA 
GET INTIMATE, EH? 





Von, THERE ARE ENOUGH SCREWBALL 
GOVERNMENTS WILLING TO PAY APLENTY 
FOR SUCH A PARTY FAVOR. NOW.-- 


e 





te) 4 3 
~ = = COA WAITS THERE 
= QD) ARE ONLY FIVE OF 
THEM AND THERE 
WERE SiX 


SNOWMEN: £ 





AS EVERYONE KNOWS, A KILLIAAK THE SIXTH ‘SNOWMAN’ DISARMED THE LONE 
1S A HUMANOID GENETICALLY ALTERED i PACKING KILLIAAK WITH ALARMING Skike, 
FOR COMBAT PURPOSES, THUS WHEN no G/VING INEZ HOPE OF HEARING HER RE- 
PROPERLY INSPIRED, MUST AND Wide CORD COLLECTION ONCE MORE... 
FIGHT To THE DEATH UNTIL THEIR 

ATTENTION IS OTHERWISE DINERTED-.- 





HAVING HAD ENOUGH (WELL, YOU WOULD RUN LIKE HELL TOO, IF 
YOU WERE ALLERGIC TO BILETDOUX HANO-BLASTER PELLETS), 

THE FLYING SAUCER FIVE PROVE THEY ARE(Y T AS SLOW 

AS THEY SMELL 


5% 


INE Z BIDS THE K/LLIAAK YOU FORGET I'VE GOT HIGH FRIENDS IN DEEP 


BROTHERS FAREWELL, 1‘ NOT EVEN GOING TO PLACES, INEZ. OH, CMON. YOU DIDNT REALLY! 
KNOWING SHE With MEET BEGIN TO GUESS HOW iN THINK THOSE DOUGHBOY REJECTS COULD GET 
THEM AGAIN SCONER ANYTHING DONE, LET ALONE R/GAT, DID YOU? 


OR LATER... 


PREFERABLY 
MUCH 
LATER, 

SHE HOPED. 


WELL... / GUESS NATURALLY £ $0.1 
1 WASN'T THAT TRUST OUR CARGO 1, DOREENAL 
WORRIED. 1S STULL IN ONE EVERYTHING OK 


q IN THERE ? 


WELL, OTHER THAN 
A RUN IN MY NYLONS, 
COPECETIC. CAN WE 
GET MOVING? 174 
MISSING MY SOAPS! 


AND SO, BANG, INEZ AND ZSNIFF: 1/71 GONNA OH, INEZf ONLY 
DOREENA (7HE MOST DEAOLY MISS HER... THE GOOD YOU COULD 71/58 A BOUT 
DISEASE IN 243 YEARS) MAKE TIMES, THE HEARTBREAKS, W/TH HEMORRHOIDS S 
/T SAFELY TO THEIR DESTIN- THE BOY WATCHING --- 
ATION, WHERE DOREENA IS SO CHOO- t 
PROMPTLY SENT BACK TO A e 
HER PAITILY AND FRIENDS «-- AS FOR 
AE, MY NEXT 
IMPERSONAT/Or 
OFA SNOW WOMAN 
Witl BE (N HAWAI-* 














































[CONTINUED FROM THE INSIDE FRONT COVER] 


from a foreign tongue. Drawings rarely do anything more 
than denote the physical object drawn. 

Now this seems straight to the point because art affects us 
most profoundly by its not being literal. The full significance of a 
work of art resides in its implications and suggestiveness, in its 
ability to express the inexpressable sensations that accord with 
the experience of living, and not in its explicit description of that 
experience. As an example of what I’m talking about, let me offer a 
passage from William Gaddis’s The Recognitions: 


“Meanwhile the winter sky had darkened. The blazing eye of the sun 
was gone, and the sky lowered upon the city with the weight of a feature- 
less being smothering it against the earth. The peaks of its buildings reared 
against the sky seemed to hold that portentous weight at bay, in the great 
conspiracy of mother and son, the earth and the city, against the father threat- 
ening overhead; for it was Cronus the mother conspired with, to free the children 
suffocated between the intimately united bodies of their parents, where they 
could not see light.” 


If |were to write, “The sky had darkened and there was a feeling of foreboding and 
portentousness in the air,” | would roughly convey the same information, but without 
the art, without the ineffable sensation that this superbly-written passage evokes. The 

brilliance of this writing derives from its opacity, its resistance to simple responses or 
interpretations. Just as the artful use of language does not reside in the strict defini- 

tion of of words, the beauty of a drawing does not reside in its literal rendering of a 
physical object. A painting by Edward Hopper, for example, is not merely a bunch of 
buildings; if it were, we could feel the same sensation by looking out the window. 

No, the buildings themselves hold no significance; it’s the interpretation of those 

buildings that is significant. 
If we agree that a comic succeeds artistically in direct proportion to how much the 
writing and drawing are suffused with meaning beyond what the words and pictures 
literally represent, | think we'll also agree that subject matter has been slightly over- 
rated in comics as in other arts. It's my observation that the most ambitious comics of 
recent times—and those that have been most noisily hyped—have made broad 
statements about violence or death or love or romance or whatnot. They are almost 
always failures because art is not a series of propositions or statements, but present- 
ment charged with meaning and resonance. 
If you’ve muddled through this far, you're probably asking yourself if comics can 
communicate the kinds of feelings I’ve been talking about. Obviously | think the 
medium can. Look, for example, at how masterfully organized and paced the first two 
pages of “Mechanics” are. The first panel of page 2 is filled with implications: whose 
bed are Hopey and the man in? Have they just made love? Are they going to make 
love? Is the man frustrated? Bored? Anxious? Is it a one-night stand or something 
more? The dreaming, distant look on Hopey’s face tells everything and nothing. Is she 
enthralled, indifferent, ambivalent? Is she reading Maggie's letter for the first time or 
the tenth? This single panel is rewarding, not because it propels the plot forward or 
gives us information about the characters, but because this single panel (in conjunc- 
tion with the text) recalls and makes relevant our own intimate experiences. The rest 
of the page is just as delightful. Maggie writes, “It wasn’t so bad because they had 
this little juke box in the airport cafe...” and, indeed, there is a juke box, and look at 
that airport cafe! Words could approximate its dingyness, but could never convey the 
same sensations as that superb drawing. The last panel is a lovely coda to Maggie's 
first night as well as to her letter. Notice, too, how Jaime shrewdly handles the 
problem of time: each panel is a moment frozen in time linked by Maggie’s letter. 

There are literally dozens of other superbly- 
staged and executed incidents and scenes 
throughout the story. Panel 6 on page 4 shows 
us as much (with its accompanying caption) as 
any good filmmaker could. Look how expertly 
Jaime condenses time from panel 2 through 5 on 
page 7. 

‘And so on and on. | hope I've managed to convey, 
to those of you who have stuck with me this far, the 
rich possibilities of the comics medium, and how 
few of those possibilities have been realized. The 
medium, at its best, is filled with humor and human- 
ity, a sensual and sensory experience as well as a 
literary one. Readers won’t demand more of comics 
unless they see some proof that abstract theoretical 
principles can be put into practice. Here's the proof. 

—GARY GROTH 









































Coming in 


LOVE AND ROCKETS #3: 


SUPER: 
MAGGIE! 
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